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Rainbows! We’ve seen plenty of them during the past year - symbols of hope, of better times to come. So the 

rainbow over Melton Park on the Autumn day when Mike & Tim put the wicket was ‘to bed’ perhaps promises a 

good summer ahead as we emerge from our long lockdown. 

At present we’re all hopeful of a more ‘normal’ cricket season than we 

enjoyed in 2020.  However, despite the pandemic, last summer was far 

from being a right-off - here’s a quick summary. 

During the Spring we probably never imagined that, by September we 

would have played 64 matches, facilitated over 500 net sessions and 

provided coaching sessions for all age groups.  All this with no pavilion, no 

changing rooms nor showers, no teas and an enormous number of Covid19 protocols to meet. That we were able 

to do so speaks volumes for the (smallish) band of volunteers who worked tirelessly to make it happen. 

It was early July before matches actually began and, with normal competitions abandoned, the 1st & A Teams 

competed in leagues hastily arranged by the NCB while the B & C Team players and the Ladies enjoyed a series of 

friendlies. In the end we managed 30 senior games, winning 14 & losing 13. 

The interest of the juniors was maintained during lock-down with a series of You-Tube ‘garden coaching’ videos 

produced by our team of coaches before a nets’ booking system was set up to allow family group practice. While 

the usual Friday night coaching sessions weren’t possible we were able to run smaller group coaching sessions and 

eventually we managed to play 34 junior matches. It really was a magnificent effort in challenging circumstances.  

Some real positives came from last season. The nets’ booking system worked very well; using Play-Cricket to 

ascertain availability and confirm team selection was a step-forward; a more dynamic, younger group of players 

forced their way into the A Team; smaller numbers allowed more focused coaching sessions and many of us found 

that, actually, we managed quite well without teas.  

Here’s to a successful 2021 season.  

Chairman’s Notes 
Better times ahead but some positives from 2020

The Goat Shed Farm Shop and Kitchen 

Proudly supporting local, stocking the very best of Norfolk’s Artisan producers 

Open 7 days a week : Mon - Sat 08:00 - 18:00 , Sunday 10:00 - 16:00 

Find us just off the A47 at Honingham, NR9 5DJ 

www.fieldingcottage.co.uk | @fieldingcottage | 01603 880685 

Great Melton  
Cricket Club

http://www.fieldingcottage.co.uk


Membership Update 
Our membership year begins on 1st April 2021. 

Could members looking to renew please do so as early as possible in April. This helps the club in 
organising league registrations, contact lists, coaching groups ,etc. ready for the start of the new 
season. 

Registering & paying membership fees should be a much simpler process this season as 
households can now register on a single form and pay for all members in the family in one single 
transaction. 

The online membership form can be accessed here 

2021 Membership and Match Fees 
•Senior Playing Member: £20; Match Fees £6 weekends (Students £4), £3 Midweek  
•Junior Playing Member (U16): £40 (£5 Membership & £35 Coaching Fee); Match Fees £3.  
•Family Member: Parents become family members at no extra cost when their son/daughter 

becomes a Junior Member.   

A big thank 
you to our 

shirt sponsor!

Nets Bookings 
We are continuing the nets booking system that was so successful during 2020. Members 

have free access to the nets and can book their sessions on this link. 

Great Melton Cricket Nets Booking Form 

Only current members are able to book net sessions, so please remember to renew your 
membership before trying to book a net session. 

Please see Covid guidelines below for using the nets. 

https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=19638335&template=weekly&PHPSESSID=55mocjfh5hbqle6ktrch52796v
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://form.jotform.com/210595956687373&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce8ec3fc95084495a00eb08d8e349f8a4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509254127814918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C1000&sdata=TQgIJNLnPmjMQpwrRyo02cEawbJ6Ai1d5bnBTbSL3u8=&reserved=0




The 1st team are gearing up for their return to Division 2 of the Norfolk Cricket Alliance, following promotion 
in 2019 and they will do so boosted by the return of the Greenslade brothers, Chris and Joey, from London 
and Martin Cook who has moved back to Norfolk from Arundel. With Joe Barker, who joined the club last year, 
added to the mix, skipper Richard Waddell is confident the team will do well despite the toughness of the 
division. He would, though, like to add an additional bowler (or two) to the squad to help compensate for the 
loss of Tom Grant and Alsam Mohammed who have decided to play their cricket elsewhere.   With the aim of  
achieving further promotions in the years ahead a sub-committee of 1st Team players have issued a ‘mission 
statement’ highlighting Self-Reflection & Improvement; Commitment; Ownership & Accountability; 
Recruitment and Enjoyment as key factors in achieving longer-term success.  

There will also be a few changes to the training/practice 
arrangements with the 1st Team squad having a separate session on a 
Wednesday evening at 6.30 p.m.  It’s planned that some 1st teamers 
will also attend the normal Tuesday slot that will mainly be for the rest 
of the seniors, including 16-18 year-olds and other invited juniors (i.e. 
those who play – or aspire to play – in senior teams) 

A Team captain, Simon Woods, saw some of Melton’s younger talent 
first hand in last year’s mini-league and is likely to select quite a few 
of them in the forthcoming Division 5 campaign.  It’s quite an 
important season for the 1sts & As whose finishing position will 
determine where they compete in the proposed ‘One-League’ 
structure in 2022.  The Bs & Cs will be much the same mix of youth 
and experience, under the captaincy of Eusha Fawad and Duncan 
Greenslade, but the Bs should be much more competitive having 
dropped down to Level 3 of the Norfolk League. A number of dads 

and sons/daughters will form the majority of the Cs who will compete at NCL Level 4. 

With no captain appointed at the AGM, the future of the Mid-Norfolk Sunday League side was in doubt until 
fairly recently when Joey Greenslade and Connor Stearman 
stepped up to take on the joint captaincy, with Chris 
Greenslade providing the administrative support.  It looks 
an excellent combination that will hopefully continue the 
‘Sunday Funday’ ethos yet still possess enough quality to 
be wholly competitive in the Shield Premier Division. 

All being well the season will start with a ‘Club’ game on 
17th April,  followed by 2 friendlies on 24th V Brooke A (a) & 
Eaton (a).  The Sunday League season starts on 25th against 
Swaffham (h) with the Saturday League season getting 
underway on May 1st with matches against Martham (h), 
Lowestoft A (a), Bungay A (h) & Diss B (a). 

Senior Cricket 
1st Team Aims High

The cricketing Greenslades: Chris, Joey, Alice, 
Duncan & Rebecca (not forgetting Maria) Always quick 

to get involved when something needs doing. We’re 
lucky to have them!



Sponsorship 
The financial impact of COVID19 has been 

felt by all of us, and that includes our 
cricket club who needs your support more 

than ever.  

We would like to thank our current 
sponsors, including our shirt sponsor 
Anglia Pallets, newsletter sponsor The 

Goat Shed, as well as those that have a 
sponsors board at Melton Park – Anglia 
Pallets, Computer Service Centre, TH 

Groundcare, Yellow Brick Mortgages, and 
The Goat Shed. 

We still seek further sponsors who would 
be interested in having a sponsors board 
at the ground or would like to be match 

ball sponsor for our first team fixtures. All 
sponsors will also benefit their brand 
featuring on our website and being 

mentioned on social media. 

If you are a local business that would like 
to become a sponsor please email us at 

carlfawkes@gmail.com 

Join Melton’s Fantasy 
Cricket League   

Many of you have played Premier League 
Fantasy Football but now there’s a chance to 
play Great Melton’s very own Fantasy Cricket 
League.   All you have to do is pick a team of 
11 Melton players who will earn you weekly 
points based on their Norfolk Alliance or 
Norfolk League exploits. Each Saturday 
league player in the club, from 1st  team 
skipper Richard Waddell to U13s all-rounder 
George Alcock will have a ‘value’ and 
participants will have a certain amount to 
spend on their team.  Weekly transfers will be 
allowed and it will all be linked to Play-
Cr icket so player performances are 
automatically recorded and points updated.  
Chris & Joey Greenslade are the men behind 
it and, although there will be a cash prize for 
the winner at the end of the season, it’s just 
intended as a bit of fun for all members of 
the club whilst also raising some funds.  It will 
cost £10 for senior members to participate 
and £5 for juniors. 

Play Great Melton Fantasy Cricket League 

JOIN THE 100 CLUB! 
With over £9000 raised towards major projects in the 7 years that Celia has 

organized it, the 100 Club has become a vital – but sometimes overlooked - 
fundraiser. However, membership has dipped to 87 during the pandemic. It 

only costs £26 annually (that’s 50p a week!) with the option to pay by 
monthly Direct Debit if preferred (£2 a month!)  The normal weekly prize is 

£26 but the more members we have, the bigger the prize & the more we make 
for the club.  If you’re not a member already, please opt-in by emailing Celia 

at celiaphoenix@hotmail.co.uk 

https://great-melton.fantasyclubcricket.co.uk/
mailto:carlfawkes@gmail.com


Congratulations to all of our junior cricketers who have been 
selected for County Youth Cricket Squads this year. As a club we will 

have 23 players representing their counties this year - 22 
representing Norfolk and 1 representing Suffolk. We are very proud 

of you all. 

Congratulations to: 
U10 -Jacob Commerford and George Fawkes 

U11G - Francesca Bailey, Samia Mohammed and Jenny Moore 
U12 - George Alcock 

U13 - James Alcock, Bryce Stolz and Blade Earley 
    U13G - Niamh Rushton, Rebecca Davey, Hope Buxton, 

Imogen Cook and Ella Creasy 
U14 - Odin Thomas (Suffolk) 

U15 - Flynn Crosthwaite, Harrison Cunningham and Sam Davey 
U15G - Alice Brand 

             U18G - Ella Dye, Cassie Mawby, Rheanna Starr and 
Millie Wimhurst 

 

 



 

We are excited to be part of the Norfolk Cricket 
Board’s new initiative - The Women’s Softball 
League. This is designed for those new to the 
sport or not confident of playing with the 
hardball and so provides an opportunity for those 
ladies and girls in Year 8 and above to get 
involved. The emphasis is on participation and 
fun and we are looking for new players to come 
along and join us: mums, sisters, aunties, friends 
- you are all welcome. If you would like to get 
involved please email Trish Ellse, our ladies’ 
manager on jontrishmj@gmail.com 

We would also love to find a shirt sponsor to 
“kit out” our new team so please email Trish if 

you may be able to help out. 

Women and Girls’ 
Cricket

20 years after Lucy Phoenix & 
Kara Shingleton became the first 

females to play cricket for 
Melton, the Women & Girls’ 

section at the club is thriving. 
With husband & wife team Trish 

(Manager) & Jonathan Ellse 
(Coach) in charge the ladies are 
looking forward to an exciting 
season in the Shell Women’s 

Summer League while both the 
U13 & U11 Girls will compete in 

the SNCL.   

Training night is Thursday (6.30 
p.m.) for the women & older girls 
so, if any partners, wives, mums 
or sisters fancy giving cricket a 

try,  come and join us. 

  

 No previous experience 
is needed – just be 

prepared to have some 
fun. 

mailto:jontrishmj@gmail.com


Junior Cricket 
Covid restrictions on group sizes sadly means that our traditional junior coaching and bbq on Friday evenings 

cannot take place this year.  

The good news is that we will still hold a full programme of junior coaching during the season, run by our team 
of ECB qualified coaches, with sessions held at Melton Park as detailed below. 

More good news this year is that for the first time we will be offering the ECB national ‘All Stars’ and ‘Dynamos’ 
programmes aimed at boys & girls aged 5-8 (All Stars), and 8-11 (Dynamos). More details on these programmes 

can also be found below. 

In addition to the coaching programme, we have entered the following hardball competitions: 

ECB U19 T20: U19s 
ECB Knock Out Competitions: U15s & U13s 

Norfolk Alliance Junior Competitions: U15s, U13s, U11s & U9s 
South Norfolk Community League U17s, U15s, U13s, U13 Girls, U11s, U11 Girls & U9s 

In addition, the U13 Girls enter the Lady Taverners softball competition while we’re hopeful of providing softball 
match experience for the All Stars & Dynamos cricketers. 



All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5-8 years old where they’re guaranteed 8 
weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills development. The programme is designed to introduce children to the 
sport, teaching them new skills, helping them make new friends and have a great time doing so. Every child that 
registers will receive a backpack full of goodies. Your child’s pack will include: 
  

•Backpack 
•Cricket bat 
•Cricket ball 
•Personalised t-shirt with your child’s name 
•Early sign-ups will also receive a cap (new participants only) 

All children returning to All Stars will receive a kit bag, a set of stumps, a new ball and a personalised t-shirt. 

Sign up here   

Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all those graduating from All Stars Cricket and the perfect 
introduction for all 8-11 year-olds new to the sport! 

Complementing junior cricket, Dynamos provides children with a more social offer focused on developing 
fundamental movement skills and applying them in an exciting game of countdown cricket. 

We know how important it is to look like the heroes of the game, so every child who registers will receive their 
very own Dynamos Cricket New Balance t-shirt, personalised with their name and number. 

Sign up here  

Club Shop 

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/51caab8a-9a88-47ae-ad40-8da26d64d3f8
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/bafbbb10-388f-439a-a496-4c3d0683770c


Club Kit

Second hand kit 

We’ve set up a facebook group for 
members to sell second hand kit to other 

club members. Please visit https://
www.facebook.com/groups/

2827876207471797 

GMCC clothing and other cricket 
equipment can be advertised on this 

site. Please note that GMCC endorses 
the use of Facebook to promote the 

selling of kit but is in no way responsible 
for any of the agreements made 

between members. 

Blenheim Cricket 
If you need equipment like bats, 

pads, gloves, helmets etc. speak to or 
email Chris Brook at Blenheim 

Cricket: sales@blenheimcricket.co.uk  

 Discounts to club members are 
available. 

Club Shop 

A full range of Great Melton club kit, 
including a junior playing shirt, can be 

found in the Kukri Club Shop.   

Just click on https://
www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/
greatmeltoncricketclubteamshop/

productNavListNg.action 

mailto:sales@blenheimcricket.co.uk
https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/greatmeltoncricketclubteamshop/productNavListNg.action
https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/greatmeltoncricketclubteamshop/productNavListNg.action
https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/greatmeltoncricketclubteamshop/productNavListNg.action
https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/greatmeltoncricketclubteamshop/productNavListNg.action
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2827876207471797
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2827876207471797
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2827876207471797
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2827876207471797





B & C TEAMS RETURN TO U.E.A. 

Having lost our 2nd home at Town Close at the 
end of the 2019 season,  it’s been a long search 
for an alternative ground for the B & C Teams, 
made even more difficult by the Coronavirus 
pandemic. However, it’s now been confirmed 
that those 2 teams will return to where they 
started, the University of East Anglia Sports 
Ground at Colney Lane. The Bs & Cs will share 
pitch 2, with Rackheath and Norwich Malayees 
occupying pitch 1. 

The club played at the UEA from 2004 to 2010 
until the university decided against renting the 
ground to external users, necessitating a move 
to Town Close in 2011.  

New Website.. 
Our club website has undergone a facelift 

thanks to Martyn Cook.  If you haven’t visited 
recently click on this link and see what’s new: 

www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk

CLEANER NEEDED 
Once covid restrictions are lifted 

allowing us to use the pavilion, we will 
look to employ a regular once-a-week 

cleaner. If you are interested or know of 
somebody who may be interested please 

contact the Chairman (Steve). We 
would prefer to employ a local person. 

No Tour or Beer 
Festival but 6-A-Side 

is on! 
With the future still uncertain, the decision has been 
taken to cancel the Tour and the Beer Festival this 
year but, in the hope that things will be near-normal 

by June 21st  plans are in hand for a bigger and 
better 6-A-Side Event later in the summer.  Hopefully 
the Junior Festival, scheduled for Saturday 

4th September, should also go ahead while the Beer 

Festival will make a triumphant return in 2022.  
Another date for the diary is Friday 1st October 
when we hope to be celebrating a good season 

at our Presentation Dinner.   It’s the usual venue, 
Glen Lodge, Bawburgh.

ONE-LEAGUE IN 2022? 
The on-off ‘One-League’ proposals look to be 
back on again with a single league called the 

Norfolk Recreational Cricket Association 
planned to start in 2022 provided Covid 

doesn’t disrupt this summer’s activities.  If the 
Norfolk Cricket Alliance and the Norfolk 

Cricket League complete a full season then 
the two leagues will be combined into one. It 

will comprise 16 divisions in a 9-tiered 
pyramid.  That means, if Great Melton’s 4 

Saturday teams stayed in their present 
divisions, the 1st Team would compete at Level 
3, The A Team at Level 6, the B Team at Level 8 
and the C Team at Level 9.  There would be a 

regionalized structure from Level 6 
downwards.  The proposal is for the 45-over 

format to remain but this, and other rules, will 
be voted on by the clubs prior to next season.  

NEWS

A big thank you to 
our newsletter 

sponsor!

http://www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk

