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  New Nets in Place  
After a six-year campaign to replace our old practice nets, we’ve finally done it!  A 
brand new practice facility, costing nearly £30,000, has been installed at the top end 
of the ground near the pavilion.  The installers, Exclusive Leisure, completed the 
work during December and already, one or two hardy souls (or super-keen 
cricketers), among them our Coaching 
Coordinators, have been spotted trying it out.  

The final piece in the financial jigsaw was a 
£15,000 grant from the E.C.B. which, added to 
£1000 from the Aviva Community Fund and a 
further £1500 from the Norfolk Community 
Foundation Saracen’s Fund enabled us to get 
over the line.  We had already raised a 
substantial amount thanks to a bequest from the 
Andy Seeley Estate, £2000 from the Norwich Organ Donation Association and large 
donations from Addie & Bev Granville, Neville & Di Stangroom, Barry Johnson, Pam 
Seeley & Roger Symonds.  The rest of the cash came from 3 years of the 100 Club, 
the considerable efforts of the Fundraising Committee plus some smaller donations 
or individual contributions like that of Aimee Palmer who raised £85 raffling off one 
of her England football shirts.  All in all it’s been a great effort and we are more than 
grateful to all who have helped along the way.  
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PRE-SEASON NETS 

START SOON 
Pre-season nets will 
once again be held 
on Wednesday 
evenings at Easton 
& Ottley College  
from 7.30-9.30 
p.m.  beginning on 
Wednesday 28th 
February. There will 
be  7 sessions with 
the final one on  
Wednesday 11th 
April.  Any club 
members in school 
year 8 (U13) or who 
play for the County 
U12s, are welcome 
to attend.  The cost 
is £4 to cover the 
hire costs.  Last year 
the experiment of 
using the 4th lane 
for junior net 
coaching worked 
very well and it is 
intended that we 
will again invite our 
U11s or U12s (non-
County) to make 
use of this. Any 
other cricketers 
who may be 
considering joining 
GMCC are very 
welcome to attend. 
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Richard Mawby deserves a special pat on the back for managing the project including all the planning and the 
Club has also received good support from Kieron Tuck at the NCB, Jenni Jordan at the ECB and Adam Brown at 
Exclusive Leisure. We mustn’t forget our President Nick Evans-Lombe for granting us the extra land on which 
the new nets stand.  We’ve had lots of setbacks but we’ve been Rottweiler-like in our persistence and we got 
there in the end.  A fence has already been erected & little bit of landscaping will add the ‘finishing touch.’  We 
intend to hold some sort of ‘official opening’ in the Spring where can say thank-you to all who have contributed. 

 
 New Players Welcome 

Last season continued the trend of better player 
availability but we are aware that players moving 
away, mainly to university, will make things a bit 
stretched at the top end of the club in 2017.  
Therefore, if you know any cricketers, particularly of 
1st or 2nd team standard, who might be thinking of 
leaving their present club or simply re-starting 
cricket after a break, please persuade them to give 
Great Melton a try.  With the 1sts back in Division 2 
we can offer a good standard of cricket but we do 
need a slightly bigger squad of players capable of 
performing at that level. 

We’ve never been a club to ‘poach’ players from 
elsewhere nor do we offer incentives other than the 
satisfaction of being part of a well-run, friendly club 
with excellent facilities.  That is why our junior 
development is so important.  Thankfully most of the 
youngsters who continue with their cricket after 18 
tend to stick with the club but occasionally 
youngsters, who have enjoyed all the opportunities 
the junior section offer, leave for “greener grasses” as 
soon as they turn 18.  That’s always disappointing. 

 

 

COACHING AND PRACTICE 
Junior Coaching will begin on Friday 27th April (6.30-8.00 p.m.) for U8s to U13s (school years 2-
8).  The cost will be confirmed in mid-February but, last year, was £33 (including £5 sub).  Rising 
numbers in the U9s group mean we will not be able to accept youngsters below School Year 2. 
They should be aged 7 before commencing coaching. 
 
Senior Practice/Coaching, open to all players aged 14 or above (i.e. school Year 9), will be on 
Tuesday evenings (6.30-8.00 p.m.).  With so many matches and other commitments among the 
seniors, numbers always fluctuate but please make an effort to attend if possible. With the first 
team’s season starting earlier than usual, on Saturday 21st, it is anticipated that a senior net may be 
needed on Tuesday 17th  & U15s coaching will start on Tuesday 24th.  The Ladies-only sessions ran 
successfully by George Bunn on Thursday evenings last season will continue. 
 
 

NEW CLUB 
SPONSOR 

 
 

The club are delighted to announce a 3-
year shirt sponsorship deal with Bungay-
based pallet re-conditioning & recycling 
company, Anglia Pallets.  The finer details 
of the deal have still to be ironed out but 
the sponsorship will apply to Great 
Melton’s senior team players who will 
carry the Anglia Pallets name/logo on 
their shirts.  Well done to the 
Fundraising/Social Committee for 
bringing this about and a big thank-you to 
our own ‘Woody’ Loines of Anglia Pallets.  
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The Beer Festival, now  an annual event 
and a major fundraiser for the club, will 
be held on the weekend of 22nd-24th 
June with the main live-music event on 
Saturday 23rd.   Put the date in your 
diaries & try to persuade your friends to 
join us. We’re always looking for  barrel 
sponsors so, if you are willing to pay for 
one, please get in touch with Nick 
Mackenzie or Richard Waddell.   
 
This year it is hoped that the Six-A-Side 
Festival will take place on the Sunday 
with the Patron’s V President’s game 
nearer the end of the season. More 
details to follow. 
 

Tour Heads 
North 

 
After last year’s successful May Bank 
Holiday tour to Hertfordshire where 18 
‘convicts’ descended on Baldock, 
Stevenage and Watford, this summer we’re 
heading North – to Leeds.  Organisers Nick 
Mackenzie & Matt Clarke have already got 
17 definites & 3 possibles for  the tour, the 
coach has been booked and deposits paid 
for accommodation plus we have a fixture 
against Leeds Modernians arranged for the 
Sunday. 
 
The tour will be from Sunday 27th to 
Tuesday 29th May and will cost around £150 
which can be paid in installments by Direct 
Debit if preferred. 
 
This year’s ‘theme’ has yet to be announced 
but you can bet on the usual silly costumes, 
unfettered drinking & heavy fines for 
anyone who steps out of line or fails to make 
it to the line (remember Ryan?)  There might 
also be some unusual coach manoeuvring, 
the tour football match…oh and some 
cricket! 
 
 

Subscriptions & Match Fees 
After the usual lengthy discussion at the AGM, and 
in view of the high costs involved in running the club, 
there will be a modest increase in senior player 
subscriptions this year.  They are going up to £40 
(£20 for students/ unemployed etc.) but Match Fees 
will stay the same as last year (£6 weekends, £3 
midweek).  
 
Friday night juniors pay a £5 sub plus coaching fees 
(they were £28 last year for 14 sessions).  Junior 
match fees are £2.   
 
14-17 year olds, who attend the senior Tuesday 
night sessions,  also pay a £5 sub but half the Friday 
coaching fee as the sessions are geared more 
towards practice plus there are often fewer sessions 
because of matches and youngsters’ school 
commitments. 
 
Our new membership Secretary, Sallyann Weston, 
will  be in contact with regard to the completion of 
forms and payment of fees with the coaching fees 
for the new season to be decided at the Junior 
Committee Meeting on 13th February.  This year 
senior & junior subs can be paid by BACS. 
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Your help is needed on Nat-West Cricketforce Day! 
Nat-West Cricketforce Day has worked very well for us for the past few years with volunteers of all ages 
giving up an hour or two on a Saturday morning to complete many of the pre-season jobs.  This year it 
is week earlier than usual on  Saturday 24th March. Our record turn-out was 74 volunteers in 2015 and 
this year we’re hoping to do even better.  At least we won’t have to weed the net area – a thankless task 
that I seem to have carried out (with a few others) for longer than I can remember.  There is still plenty 
to do, though, with the old net area needing some work prior to re-seeding, plus there will be a new 
fence to paint, changing rooms to spruce up a bit and all the other pre-season jobs like the covers, the 
junior artificial wicket and the portable net to get ready.  We don’t ask for a great deal of help but this 
is one occasion when we do so, if you’re a senior or junior player or the parent of a junior who makes 
use of our excellent facilities, please spare us some time.   We have again signed-up for the Jewson 
Privilege Scheme which provides us with £300-worth of materials and our new Volunteer Coordinator, 
Chris Brook, will be on hand to organize the workforce, as he did last year.  
 

Cricketforce: No more of this… 

A New-Look Committee but More Volunteers are Needed! 
There were quite a lot of changes at the A.G.M. with Phil Bugg the new Vice-Chairman – and we’ve never had one of 
those before so I’d better watch out! Richard Wood is Secretary (having replaced John Burdett, now residing close to 
his family in Oxfordshire after 10 years sterling service), while Sallyann Weston becomes Membership Secretary.  
With our Young Volunteer of the Year for 2015 & 2017, Marcus Mawby, taking on the management of the pavilion 
and bar and Chris Brook becoming Volunteer Coordinator we’ve got a bigger Executive Committee but really there 
are more people doing fewer jobs.  We’ve also co-opted Lewis Cooper (Finance), Alan Farmer (Pavilion), Richard 
Wood (Ground) & the returning Rob Sims (Fundraising/Social) to serve on various sub-committees while Richard 
Waddell (1st Team), James Robb & Connor Stearman (Sunday Team) & Nick Mackenzie (Midweek 1st Team) are new 
team captains.  In addition Marcus & Aslam Mohammed are attending the ECB (Level 2 equivalent) coaching course 
while Martin Alcock (U11s) & Chris McKay (U9s) are new managers of Junior teams. 

We are trying – and succeeding – in spreading the load but we never have enough volunteers particularly to help 
look after the ground, keep the pavilion clean & running smoothly and assist with fundraising.  If you can help in any 
of these areas, in any other capacity or have any plumbing, electrical or building experience the club could 
occasionally tap into, please contact Chris Brook or me.  Even if time is at a premium but you are prepared to, perhaps, 
cook something for a Quiz night or the President’s game or assist at a one-off event, please let us know. 

It’s great to see more and more female members becoming involved but we could do with more female help with the 
women & girls’ section.  Our coaching team is very male-dominated, with Hannah Brook our only qualified female 
coach and, having entered an U11 Girls’ team in the South Norfolk Community League, we would really like to find 
someone to help Maxine Rushton to manage it as she already manages the U13s.  The matches will be mainly on 
Sunday mornings.  A junior manager doesn’t really need that much cricketing expertise (as coaches are on hand to 
help with match-day preparation & umpiring) – it’s just a question of organizing teams, collecting match fees etc.   

 

But there’ll still be things to paint! 
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Still not in the 100 Club? 
This will be the 4th year that Celia Phoenix has organised 
the 100 Club and it has contributed £4110 towards the nets 
as well as giving members the chance to win £26 every 
week of the year.  It runs from June 1st & costs £26 
annually with the option to pay by monthly Direct Debit 
if preferred.  Once this is set up it saves Celia having to 
pester people for cheques or cash throughout May and 
the £2 a week that comes out of the bank account is 
hardly missed.   With the nets now in place, half the profit 
will go into funding the next project, which will be to 
improve toilet provision for the girls, & half comes back 
in the weekly cash prizes.  The more members we have, 
the bigger the prize & the more profit we make.  So 
please opt in again for 2018-19.  Our subscriptions & 
other fees are quite low compared to many clubs but 
whether that can continue in the future will depend on 
whether members are prepared to support schemes like 
the 100 Club or activities like the Beer Festival.  Lots of 
members of Great Melton Bowls Club are also members of 
the 100 Club so, if you or your son/daughter play cricket 
and are not, there’s no excuse!  If you or would like to 
join, please contact Celia at celiaphoenix@hotmail.co.uk 

 Need Some Kit? 
Having looked at what other kit suppliers have to 
offer, we’ve decided to stick with Wintech who still 
provide excellent value for money through their 
‘club-shop’ online ordering facility.  Wintech holds 
a good stock of bespoke-design shirts, trousers, 
fleeces, tracksuits, hoodies, polo shirts, shorts and 
caps so you should get your new kit quickly.   We 
are just waiting for Wintech to send us the 2018 
link which we will publish on the website as soon 
as we have it.   
 
For other equipment like bats, pads, gloves etc 
speak to Chris Brook whose company Blenheim 
Cricket can supply everything you need &, if it’s a 
baggy cap you’re after, Matt Clarke’s your man. 
 
Finally, we are aware that youngsters soon grow 
out of their cricket gear which often just sits in a 
drawer or cupboard when it could be sold on. 
Maxine Rushton is hoping to set up an early-
season 2nd-hand sale.  If you have unwanted items 
you would like to sell please email Max on 
mattnmax@btinternet.com and she will arrange 
collection. 

Please Sign-In to ‘Play-Cricket’  
Matt Clarke has worked hard to tidy up our website 
www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk which contains all the 
news about the club and match reports throughout the 
season but even us oldies are embracing the social-
media culture and find ourselves increasingly 
communicating through Facebook or Twitter.   
 
A lot of the administration, however, is now done 
through the ECB-promoted Play-Cricket site which is 
used for the registration of players, the posting of 
results and the generation of player statistics.   All 
players who played in a match last season from U9 to 
senior have been registered & given a ‘member of the 
website’ role on Play-Cricket but, to activate this role & 
be able to access the website properly members must 
sign-in, or parents of juniors U16 must do so on behalf 
of their youngsters.  It makes admin much easier for us 
if you do this.   
 
We have registered all our playing members using 
email (or parents’ email) addresses so go to 
https://greatmelton.play-cricket.com, sign in using your 
email address & create a password.  It should then 
allow you to check, amend or complete personal 
details & privacy settings on-line.  For parents there is 
a guide on how to register juniors at: http://www.play-
cricket.com/website/attachments/download_file?attac
hment_id=155956&owner_id=16225  It’s better if 
youngsters have their own email addresses (but 
parents’ emails can be used).  Parents get copies of all 
emails sent to juniors in any case. Any problems, 
please email Chris Brook at: 
chriscricketmanager@hotmail.co.uk  
    
 

Above: Volunteers-
of-the-Year 2017 
Matt & Maxine 
Rushton, Nick 
Mackenzie & 

Marcus Mawby 
(with one of the 
longest serving 

volunteers, 
Grenville Ireland. 

Right: New 1st 
Team Skipper, 

Richard Waddell. 
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If you require further information about any aspect of the club please email one of the following: 
Steve Phoenix (Chairman & Editor) srphoenix@hotmail.co.uk;  Richard Wood (Secretary) 
richard.wood@18rlc.co.uk;  Richard DeSalis(Treasurer) richard.desalis@btinternet.com;  Celia Phoenix 
(Welfare) celiaphoenix@hotmail.co.uk; Sallyann Weston (Membership) gmccmembership@outlook.com 
Nick Mackenzie (Fundraising) nmackenzie20@gmail.com    
  

U11s Collect Another Trophy! 
What a season 2017 was for the U11s who 
won all 18 of their matches & 3 trophies.  
The two Players-of-the-Year, Harrison 
Cunningham and captain, Corey Rushton 
attended the Norfolk Alliance dinner in 
November with coach Matt Rushton and 
are pictured having received the Terry 
Moore Trophy from sponsor Emma Amey. 

 

Winter Round-Up 
The U14 South Norfolk Community Zip League team 
consisting mainly of U12s & largely lacking any 
experience of indoor cricket, lost their first match 
against Old Buckenham by 32 runs but showed they 
are quick learners by beating Acle and then 
Hethersett & Tas Valley. 

A similarly inexperienced ‘ladies’ team, competing in 
the Shell Women’s Indoor League at Hethersett 
Academy on Sunday afternoons, lost their 2 opening 
matches against Old Buckenham & Swardeston 
Swifts but it’s good to see the girls enjoying their 
cricket under Coach George Bunn & there is talk of 
some new female recruits for the summer. 

A large group of youngsters were nominated for 
County Development nets and feedback from the 
County coaches regarding the Great Melton players 
was very positive. Several just missed out but 
congratulations to the following 10 for being 
selected in their respective County Age Group 
squads: James Alcock (U10), Jamie Granville Corey 
Rushton (U12), Cameron Graveling, Lohit Kannan 
(U14), James Bridges (U15), Alice Greenslade, Grace 
Hanworth-Knight (U13 Girls), Cassie Mawby & Millie 
Wimhurst (U15 Girls) 

 

 

Our 14 Zip League team that defeated Hethersett & Tas Valley 

 
From the Archives! 

GMCC at the 1992 Melton Park Official Opening 
 

Great Melton Coaching Academy 
Coaching Coordinators, George Bunn & Ryan 
Hayward’s plan to establish a Great Melton 
Academy offering extra coaching to our most 
talented youngsters has moved a step closer 
following the installation of the new nets & the 
availability of Hethersett Academy as a possible 
indoor venue. 4 winter sessions have been arranged 
at Hethersett, beginning Friday 2nd February.  


