
New Skippers in Charge in 2016 
Following a difficult 2015, mainly as a result of senior player unavailability 
problems and an AGM which left several positions unfilled, things are looking 
much more optimistic as a new season draws closer.  The vacant roles have 
all been filled by willing volunteers and the philosophy among the seniors 
seems to be more about providing 
enjoyable cricket for loyal club 
members than chasing league or 
cup glory.  Olly Harris (1st Team) 
and new A Team skipper, Simon 
Woods, will be hoping the drop 
down to Alliance Divisions 3 & 4 
respectively, plus the change to a 
straight win/lose format will, however, 
mark a return to winning ways for the club’s two senior teams.   

With Tony ‘Beefy’ Alborough - a club ‘legend’ with 784 appearances to his 
name - re-discovering his captaincy mojo the B Team should do well while 
the C’s will be run mainly as a ‘colts’ side by Duncan Greenslade and Clive 
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SENIOR NETS START 
AT UEA ON MONDAY 

MARCH 7TH 
Pre-season nets are 
o n M o n d a y 
e v e n i n g s f r o m 
6.00-8.00 p.m. at 
the UEA Sportspark.  
The first session is 
o n M o n d a y 7 t h 
March followed by  
6 further sessions - 
with a break for 
Easter on Monday 
28th March.  The 
final session is on 
Monday 18th April 
w i t h m a t c h e s 
s t a r t i n g t h e 
following weekend 
(23rd & 24th April). 
Any club member 
aged 13 (in school 
year 8) or above, 
who is available to 
play senior cricket, 
i s w e l c o m e t o 
attend.  The cost is 
£4 to cover net hire 
+ 60p entry to the 
S p o r t s p a r k .  
P o t e n t i a l n e w 
members are very 
welcome.

Great Melton Past & Present Players at the 2015 Patron’s XI V Legends XI Match

Simon Woods & Tony Alborough



Rennie. Tim Hales adds the Midweek 1st Team 
Captaincy role to his Sunday duties while the Sunday 
Friendly Team will be organised by a new duo, Peter 
Hunt (Captain) and Kannan Kuppusamy (Manager).  
Chris Elliott (Midweek A Team), Hannah Brook 
(Ladies) & Joey Greenslade (U19s) complete the 
‘captains’ line-up, while the club has two new, and 
much younger, Coaching Coordinators in George Bunn 
and Ryan Hayward.  

JUNIOR COACHING 
Friday 22nd April 

Junior Coaching will begin on Friday 22nd April 
(6.30-8.00) for U8s to U13s (school years 2-8), 
with our large team of ECB qualified coaches 
and assistants. We are again planning to have  
some ‘guest’ specialist coaches doing one-off 
sessions and, with Peter Hunt having joined 
Great Melton, we now have our own wicket-
keeping coach. 

The cost has remained unchanged for many 
years - excellent value at £30 (incl. £5 sub) for 
the season. 

Because of rising numbers in the U9s group we 
will not be able to accept youngsters below 
School Year 2.  They should be aged 7 before 
commencing coaching. 

SENIOR PRACTICE 
Tuesday 26th April 

Organised by Coaching Coordinators, George 
Bunn & Ryan Hayward, assisted by other 
coaches, Senior Practice/Coaching will see the 
older juniors (U15s & U17s) join up with the 
senior players on Tuesday evenings.  With this 
year’s U15s quite a small group and with most 
of the ‘senior juniors’ already playing in the 
senior teams, this makes sense.  

Subs & Match Fees 
Seniors will pay the annual subscription fee of 
£36 (unemployed/students £18.00). while 14-17 
year olds pay £17.50 (incl. £5 sub).  If preferred 
registration and the payment of subs can now 
be done electronically.   Forms will be emailed 
shortly & subs can be paid into A/C No
74118368; Sor t Code 30-96-17; Ref . 
GMCCName (e.g. GMCCClarke)
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England Women’s Fielding Coach, Cookie 
Patel, working with Melton’s U11 Group.

Disability Cricket at Great Melton 
The club has been contacted by Professor Andrew Fearne, a Level 2 
Coach and former Manager of the Kent Disability Squad.  Andrew is 
interested in creating opportunities for young people with physical 
or learning disabilities to play competitive cricket and has 
approached us with a view to Melton hosting some coaching sessions 
or accommodating youngsters like his own son, who has Downs 
Syndrome, among our membership.  The Junior Committee was enthusiastic about Andrew’s ideas which fit 
very well with our inclusivity aims.  If, as is likely, Andrew’s plans are approved by the Executive Committee, 
we could see the first coaching sessions for disabled cricketers at Melton Park this summer and the possibility 
of cricketers with learning or other disabilities included in our teams.  Initially Andrew is aiming at older 
teenagers or young adults so if you know of any young people with disabilities who might want to be involved 
in cricket, let us know and we’ll pass on any details to Andrew. 



NEW KIT 
 
Many of you may be hoping to order new kit 
for the summer and are wondering what to do.  
Chris Brook has taken over the management of  
club kit and is looking to set up an on-line 
ordering facility.  We are not anxious to change 
our present designs and, although Chris, has 
investigated alternative suppliers, we are 
coming round to thinking that it might be 
easier to stick with Wintech.  Chris will advise in 
due course. 

This year we are hoping all our coaches will be 
kitted out in matching colours so that they are 
easy to spot on Friday nights - although some 
of us are already easy to spot because of the 
amount of noise we make!  If anybody wishes 
to sponsor the purchase of new shirts for our 
coachers and assistants, all of whom give their 
services free of charge, please let me know. 

Awards for Young Volunteers 
We like to encourage our young players to ‘do 
their bit’ off  the pitch and many of  them give 
something back to the club by volunteering as 
coaches, coaching assistants, team managers, 
junior representatives etc. Last summer Marcus 
Mawby was the first winner of  the Young (U18) 
Volunteer-of-the Year Award, and received the 
Barnard Cup, presented by long-standing Vice 

President, Alan Barnard, at the Junior Festival.  
The ECB-run VAwards scheme is another way 
of  rewarding those who regularly give their time 
and energy. Hannah Brook (247 hours) and 
George Bunn (142 hours) top our list of  
volunteers and are the only two, so far, to pass 
100 hours and receive a badge and letter of  
commendation.  50 hours is rewarded with a 
hoodie and, in 2015 Marcus, Joey Greenslade 
and James Robb all chalked up 50 hours.  
Connor White and Alex Rennie contributed 
over 25 hours and will receive a polo shirt.  The 
VAwards is a very good scheme and well done to 
all our young volunteers for their excellent 
contribution.  
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Young Volunteer of 2015, Marcus 
Mawby with Alan Barnard

New ECB Guidance Regarding Helmets 

The ECB has issued new guidance with regard to 
head protectors.  Essentially it centres around the 
grill and means that ALL helmets should have 
been tested against both a senior and junior 
cricket ball.  All helmets that comply with the new 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n w i l l b e c l e a r l y l a b e l l e d 
BS7928:2013 & will contain clear labelling 
setting out whether the head protector has been 
tested against men’s & junior size balls. More 
detailed information & a list of helmets that 
comply with BS7928:2013 can be found at the 
fo l lowing l ink : h t tp ://www.ecb . co .uk/
information/ecb-and-pca-guidance-head-
protectorshelmets  

All U18 cricketers must wear a helmet when 
batting or when wicketkeeping if standing up to 
the stumps and the Norfolk Cricket Board have 
made it mandatory that all County players’ 
helmets should conform to the new standards. 

While the ECB statement is only “guidance”, the 
Club strongly recommends that junior players 
representing GMCC have their own helmets which 
conform to the new standards.  We do not expect 
all parents to rush out and buy new helmets but 
please ensure any new ones purchased from now 
on do conform.  Chris Brook will be happy to 
advise/source if necessary.  The Club aims to 
replenish it’s own supply of ‘club helmets’ but 
obviously this will prove quite costly. 

http://www.ecb.co.uk/information/ecb-and-pca-guidance-head-protectorshelmets
http://www.ecb.co.uk/information/ecb-and-pca-guidance-head-protectorshelmets


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
THIS WINTER? 

Although the club has not held any junior 
coaching sessions this winter, a fair bit has 
been happening.  The U14s have competed in 
the South Norfolk Community Zip League and, 
after winning their first 3 matches against Old 
Buckenham, Norwich & Cringleford, have lost 
their last 2, to Tas Valley and champions-elect, 
Topcroft.  It’s been good for Melton’s young 
side, though, & with all but Becky Greenslade 
available again next season - some for the next 
2 seasons, they have gained some valuable 
experience.  They have one match left to play, 
against Great Ellingham. 

The girls have also been in action in the Norfolk 
Women’s Indoor competition.  Unfortunately, 
with Swardeston & Old Buckenham starting 
women’s teams some of our older girls have 
moved to pastures new and, with the Edge girls 
having gone to Fakenham for family reasons, 
Chris & Hannah have been left with a very 
young and inexperienced team.  Nevertheless 
one victory has been achieved - against 
Swardeston. 

The decision not to hold Winter sessions this 
year was based on declining numbers for last 
year’s sessions because of the clash with winter 
sports & the early start-time at Wymondham 
College but it also gives our new Coaching 
Coordinators a bit of breathing space to get to 
grips with their roles.  Many of our youngsters 
have been involved with Red Mist or have 
attended County Development nets and 
congratulations to Corey Rushton (U10), Lohit 
Kannan & Cameron Graveling (U12), Aimee 
Palmer, Lucy Morton, Sam Williamson, Becky 
Greenslade & Cassie Mawby (Girls) who have 

all been selected for their 
respective squads. 

Big congratulations, too, to star 
all-rounder Aimee Palmer on 
her selection for the U16 
England Football squad. 

Off the field, work has been 
going on installing a new kitchen.  The kitchen 
is now separated from the clubroom by a wall 
with a door and a serving hatch.  New units, 
worktops, a cooker and dishwasher have been 
installed and a new floor has been put down.  
Thanks to the efforts of Steve & Neal Clarke, 
Paul Stearman, Duncan Greenslade & the 
Chairman, things are now looking good for the 
start of the season. 

The old units have been utilised in the bar 
which has also had a bit of a facelift. 

The next pavilion project is to convert the 
present umpires room/storeroom into two ladies’ 
& a disabled toilet, plus a smaller storage area.  
The present disabled/ladies’ toilet will become 
the umpire’s room.  If there are any builders 
who would provide us with a quote for this work 
please contact Steve Clarke or myself. 

Unfortunately the grant application submitted by 
Claire Hughes to Sport England for a new net 
practice facility plus pavilion improvements was 
unsuccessful so it’s back to the drawing board!  
We are thinking now that a refurbishment of our 
existing nets might be the best - and certainly 
cheapest - option. 

All in all, it’s been quite a busy winter! 
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BEER FESTIVAL 
WEEKEND 

After the success of the last 2 events, the 
club is again intending to hold a Beer 

Festival on the weekend of 24th-26th June 
with the main live-music event on Saturday 

25th, followed by the Patron’s/Legends 
Cricket Match on the Sunday.  If you would 
like to sponsor the Festival, please contact 

Neal Clarke. 



Website & Fixture Booklets 
With our webmaster Martyn Cook making a new life 
for himself down in Andover, Matt Clarke is looking 
to take over the management of the website - in fact 
his employers CSC-online have kindly agreed to 
host it and provide some technical help.  Even 
though we will have to use the ECB-promoted Play-
Cricket site for registering players & posting results 
and this platform has been adopted by most leagues 
and many clubs, we quite like the slightly quirky 
uniqueness of www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk   

Last summer’s fixture booklets, printed by Barnes 
Print of Dereham, were very well-received and the 
company are again willing to print them for us in 
return for some advertising revenue.  If you or your 
company would like to advertise in the fixture 
booklet, please contact our Treasurer Richard 
DeSalis
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New Players Wanted 
After the team-raising problems of the past 2 seasons, 
the relegation of the 1st & A Teams & the 
reorganisation of the Norfolk Cricket League has 
given us an opportunity to rebuild at levels more in 
keeping with our ability.  We asked if the C Team 
could be accommodated in the lower divisions of the 
NCL & that request has been granted so the C’s line 
up in Division 4SW with some ‘new’ opponents - 
Beeston, Dereham B & Mellis as well as old 
adversaries like Hingham & Hardingham B.   

With the 1st Team  & A Teams still playing in a good 
standard (Alliance Divisions 3 & 4), the Sunday 1st 
Team in the top division of the Mid-Norfolk League 
and the Sunday A Team offering gentler ‘friendly’ 
cricket for those who want it, plus 2 midweek sides 
and an U19 T20 team, it means we can offer cricket 
for all ages and abilities.   

We are still concerned, though, as to whether we can 
comfortably field 4 Saturday teams, especially 
through May/June so any new players will be most 
welcome.  Ex-players or dads (or mums!) of juniors, 
please get in touch or just turn up at nets if you fancy 
a game - regular or occasional!

Nat-West Cricketforce Day 

This year’s Cricketforce Day is Saturday 
2nd April.  We hope as many of you as 
possible will spare us an hour or two from 
8.30 a.m. onwards as we seek to complete 
all the usual pre-season maintenance & 
preparation.  It’s surprising how much can 
be achieved in one day if there are enough 
willing helpers.  As usual there will be a 
plentiful supply of tea, coffee, bacon rolls 
etc.  Norwich City are at home to 
Newcastle that day hence the early start.  
Hopefully the number of helpers will be 
up to the 2013-14 figures after a slight dip 
last year.  We have again signed-up for the 
Jewson Privilege Scheme which provides 
us with £500-worth of materials. 

Join the 100 Club 
The 100 Club runs from June 1st.  It costs £26 

annually with the option to pay by monthly Direct 

Debit.  Half the profit goes into funding projects 

like the nets  & half comes back in a weekly cash 

prize - so the more members we have, the bigger 

the prize.  So to opt in again for 2016-17 or if you 

would like to join, please contact Celia Phoenix.

If you require further information about any aspect of 
the club please contact one of the following: 
Steve Phoenix (Chairman) srphoenix@hotmail.co.uk 
John Burdett (Sec) jaburdett@hotmail.com 
Richard DeSalis(Treas) richard.desalis@btinternet.com 
Steve Clarke (Membership) scclarke4@btinternet.co  
Celia Phoenix (Welfare) celiaphoenix@hotmail.co.uk 
Neal Clarke (Fundraising) neal.clarke@talk21.com 

Dates for the Diary: 
Great Melton Fete: Sunday 22nd May 
Super-Sixes: Bank Holiday Monday 29th August 
Presentation Evening: Saturday 1st October at 
Glen Lodge, Bawburgh. 
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