
conditions permitting, 

the seniors then hope to 

start practising outside 

on Tuesday evenings 

(6.30—8.00) from Tues-

day 7th April although 

U15s/17s Coaching will 

not officially start until 

Tuesday 28th April. 

There are 2 new men in 
charge of the 1st Team 
in Olly Harris (Capt)) 
and Jack Pearce (V. 
Capt) and they will be 
looking to bounce  back 
from last year’s relega-
tion and earn another 
season in Alliance Divi-
sion 1.  Lee Whiddett’s 
As will be looking to sur-
prise a few Division 3 
sides following promo-
tion last summer. 

Senior pre-season nets 
start on Monday 16th 
February at the UEA 
Sportspark from 6.00-
8.00 p.m. There are 7 
sessions on consecutive 
Mondays: Feb.17th & 
23rd, and Mar 2nd,  9th  
16th, 23rd & 30th.  

Having experimented 
with a later (8-10 p.m.) 
slot last season to try to 
accommodate every-
body, it actually made 
little difference to the 
numbers so it’s back to 
the earlier time this year.  
If you can only make it 
for part of the session 
that’s fine. 

The nets are open to all 
senior players, and jun-
iors who aspire to play in 

senior Saturday or Sun-
day sides so it includes 
our 13-17 year-olds. 

As always there is a cost 

involved in hiring the 

UEA so the usual charge 

will apply - £4 per 2-

hour session (seniors & 

juniors) with a 60p en-

trance fee (charged by 

the Sportspark).  

Weather and ground 

NatWest Cricketforce 

Day, this year, is a week 

earlier on Saturday 28h 

March. Norwich City 

don’t seem to have a fix-

ture on that Saturday for a 

change so we can hope for 

an even bigger turn-out 

than last year’s record 70! 

The main project for this 

pre-season is to lay a patio 

at the front of the pavilion 

to make that area a little 

more pleasant and easier to 

maintain so if there are any 

patio-laying experts out 

there, we need you. There 

will also be the usual nu-

merous pre-season jobs  

like tidying the net areas, 

putting up the nets etc. 

and we’ve still got to fin-

ish off the benches and 

fence around the bowling 

green. I’m sure the 

groundsman will have a 

list of other jobs.  There 

will be the usual tee shirts 

and bacon butties on offer. 

Please come along.  

Olly Harris 

PRE-SEASON NETS  
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Y O U R  S U B S  

F O R  2 0 1 5  

A R E  T H E  

S A M E  A S  

L A S T  Y E A R :  

 Senior Players: 

£35.00 

 Junior Players 

aged 16-18, stu-

dents & unem-

ployed: £17.50 

 Junior Players up 

to age 16: £5 sub 

+ £25 coaching 

fees. 

 Non-Playing 

members: £10 

 Parents of junior 

members: Free  

 

Membership year 

runs from 1st April 

to 31st March  
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“You really have the 

most fantastic junior 

set-up at Great 

Melton, can’t tell you 

how impressed I was 

with what I saw.  The 

best I’ve seen in 5 

years doing 

Clubmark” 

Dave Bowker (NCB 

Clubmark Assessor 

2012) 

4oth Anniversary 

The Legends Team 

JUNIOR COACHING STARTS  

FRIDAY 25th APRIL 

What’s Happened in the Winter? 

So Many Matches! 
As you all know 2014 was the 

40th Anniversary of the club  

and we all enjoyed the cele-

brations, particularly the 

‘legends’ game which we’re 

hoping to repeat in 2015. 

It’s interesting to reflect that, 

when Great Melton started in 

1974, we had one team, no 

home ground and played just 

6 matches.  In 2015 we fielded 

14 teams and played 179 

games, including 80 Junior 

games! 

Fitting in so many matches is 

very challenging particularly to 

the men who coordinate the 

fixtures (me!) and prepare the 

wickets (Mike & Grenville). 

In 2014 we were almost at full 

capacity but, this year, we will 

have a 15th team to cater for 

having had a request from our 

youngsters to, once more, 

field an U17 team.  It seems 

that our older juniors, most 

of whom play senior cricket 

anyway, still like playing with 

their peers in a more relaxed 

atmosphere.   

The Committee has agreed to 

their request & we have en-

tered the U17s in the SNCL.  

This will, undoubtedly, put a 

strain on our facilities but 

we’ll do our best, as always.  

It might mean that,  

1.  Some U17 matches might 

have to be played on Tues-

day’s occasionally restricting 

senior practice to the junior 

pitch 

2. If junior games are called 

off, for any reason, they 

won’t be rearranged unless 

we can comfortably do so. 

3. None-club use of Melton 

Park will be limited.   

Junior teams/managers for 

2015 are included on the list 

of officials on page 4. 

winners group and an oppor-

tunity to make it 4  successive 

Zip League wins for the Club. 

 

The seniors have also again 

enjoyed some indoor action! 

A team- organised by Martyn 

Cook & Lee Whiddett is 

competing in the North Wal-

sham Indoor League but the 

squad is short of players - 

most, it seems, like a break 

from cricket in the winter.  If 

Indoor  Coaching Sessions 

have been held at Wymond-

ham College for 

Girls, U11s, & U13s  

with 2 further ses-

sions planned for the 

U15s/U17s. 

The U14s have again 

been playing in the 

SNCL Zip League 

and, having won 3 and lost 1 

they have qualified for the 

you fancy a game let please 

contact Lee or Martyn. 

 

The girls begin their Norfolk 

Ladies Indoor Trophy  de-

fence on Sunday 8th Feb 

against Garboldisham at 

Taverham Hall followed by 3 

further group matches against 

Fakenham (22 Feb & 15 Mar) 

& Garboldisham (08 Mar).  

The winners then go through 

to a final.  The matches all 

start at 2.30.  

team of coaches and as-

sistants.  We are again 

planning to invite special-

ist coaches like Peter 

Hunt to hold sessions on 

wicketkeeping, spin 

bowling and fast bowling. 

The cost  for juniors un-

der 15 is again  £30 (incl. 

£5 sub).  Under 17 pla 

ers (Those aged 16 & 17) 

will pay £17.50 . 

The final sessions are 

likely to be Friday 24th 

July and Tuesday 28th 

July. 

Because of rising num-

bers in the U9s group we 

will not be able to accept 

new members  in Recep-

tion Year or Year 1 

Junior Coaching will be-

gin on Friday 24th  April  

for U9s to U13s (school 

years 3-8) & Tuesday 

29th  April for Seniors, 

U17s and U15s (18+ & 

school years 9-12). 

Once again the sessions 

will be organised by 

Coaching Coordinator, 

Simon Carding and our 

Here are 

our girls 

with man-

ager Chris 

Brook after 

winning last 

year’s NCB 

Women’s 

Indoor Tro-

phy 

G R E A T  M E L T O N   



Update on Our Major Projects 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 2  I S S U E  1  

The club’s  2 major projects to 

replace our old, worn nets 

with a new 3-lane facility and 

improve the kitchen/ladies 

toilet facilities have stalled a 

bit as we continue to seek 

funding.  

Claire Hughes has 

taken on the unen-

viable task of put-

ting together grant 

applications and is 

almost ready to 

submit applications 

to Sport England 

(Inspired Facilities 

Fund) and the 

Geoffrey Watling Foundation.  

Norfolk Cricket Board has also 

recently alerted clubs to another 

smaller funding stream to assist 

clubs trying to improve commu-

nity facilities so Claire is looking 

at this as well.  We are hoping to 

see some action on improving 

our facilities soon but, until we 

can raise the cash, we will have to 

manage with what we have got.  

We are, however, looking at 

inexpensive ways  of  improving 

the nets in the short term.  Notts 

Sport have quoted about £800 to 

professionally lift the batting ends 

& re-lay them which would make 

them safer but it’s money that 

could go towards a new facility. 

The lack of seniors turning up to 

practice sessions  has also caused 

us to consider whether we actu-

ally need a 3-lane net but poor 

Two of our excellent team of volun-
teers were rewarded for their efforts 
at last season’s OSCAs.  The NCB 
awarded the County OSCA 
(Outstanding Service to Cricket 
Award) to Grenville Ireland for Life-
time Achievement and Hannah 
Brook for Young Volunteer. 
 
Grenville retired as Treasurer at the 
end of last season after  20 years in 
the role but will continue his work as 
Assistant Groundsmen.  His long 
service was also recognised with the 

The 100 Club has been a big suc-

cess generating £1352 for club’s 

various projects in 2014. Most 

who joined the initial scheme in 

2013 stayed in for a 2nd season  & 

the Club currently has 104 mem-

bers.  Celia will be seeking new 

members & hopes present mem-

bers will renew before the 1st 

June, by bank transfer or standing 

order (but she also accepts cash 

or cheques!)   It is £26 a year or 

£2.17 a month & the weekly draw 

currently offers a £26 prize.   

Special Clubman Award at the 
Club’s Dinner. 
 
Hannah was Melton’s first young 
volunteer to complete 100 hours in 
2013 and she has now notched up 
176 hours!  
 
George Bunn (100 hrs), Emma 
Bunn, Laura Edge, Craig Woolrich, 
George Ducker (50),  James Robb & 
Marcus Mawby (25) are also due to 
receive awards under the ECB’s V-
Award Scheme. 

early so everyone was kitted out 

by the start of the season.  Mem-

bers have been very satisfied with 

the quality and, certainly, the price 

of the club kit.  We can’t find 

another company that offers bet-

ter value for money and that’s a 

huge consideration for parents, 

particularly those with more than 

one cricketer in the family—

especially bearing in mind how 

quickly children grow. 

With Wintech kit it’s relatively 

cheap to replace a whole set. or, 

for just £15 (Adult) or £13 

(Child), to replace a shirt or trou-

sers. 

It really looks good if our players 

are all sporting the club kit & par-

ents, supporters are welcome to 

purchase items like hoodies, polo 

shirts etc.  Details and an order 

form accompany this letter so 

please get your orders in quickly.  

Order your kit for the new 

season at 2013 prices!   

Wintech, our clothing suppliers, 

have not increased the prices on 

their amazing kit deals.  It’s still 

only £39.99 (adult) and £34.99 

(child) for a full set of playing kit 

(trousers, shirt & cap) plus a 

tracksuit.  This is excellent value 

for money. 

Last year we were able to order 

Our worn-

out nets.  

Plans to 

replace 

them 

depend on 

raising the 

necessary 

funds. 

Kit For 2015 - Order Now 

100 CLUB 

Grenville & Wife Laura 

at the  Club Dinner 

The Beer 

Festival and 

Patron’s 

Match 

 

Weekend of   

26th-28th 

June.   

 

Put it in the 

diary (details 

to follow) 

attendances may well be 

linked to inadequate facilities.   

We are also in discussion 

with Sir Edward about the 

possibility of re-siting the nets 

at the pavilion end of Melton 

Park.  These things always 

take time and the apparent 

lack of progress can be frus-

trating but we’ll get there in 

the end. Watch this space! 

OSCAs for Grenville &  Hannah  



Sponsorship 
The Club are seeking any kind of 

sponsorship so, if you know of 

an individual or a company that 

might be willing to sponsor us, 

please let us know.  There are 

many ways of supporting us, 

with the cheapest being £20 to 

sponsor a match ball.  It would 

be great to find a main ‘Club 

Sponsor’ but we are grateful for 

financial support of any kind.  

Bank Holiday 

Six-A-Side 

The weather disappointingly 

washed out last summer’s 6-a-

side but this has become an 

annual enjoyable event in our 

calendar and a major fund-

raiser.  With previous organiz-

ers Marcus Godbold & Martyn 

Cook now working away from 

Norfolk, we do need to find a 

volunteer to take over from 

them.  Chefy is keen to have 

someone shadow him in the 

organizing of this year’s event 

with a view to taking full re-

sponsibility in 2016.  Let us 

know if you are willing to take 

it on.  This year Bank Holiday 

Monday is August 31st. 

Fixtures & Website 
Our webmaster extrordinaire, 

Martyn Cook, is launching a new 

GMCC website very shortly.  

Responding to feedback over the 

last 2 seasons, it will have vari-

ous improvements, including  

access to individual stats as well 

as all the usual features.  A brand 

new app will also enable us to 

access it more easily from mo-

bile or tablet.  A fixture booklet, 

professionally produced by Bar-

nes Print of Dereham will also 

be available free of charge to all 

club members.  Many thanks to 

all who agreed to advertise in the 

new fixture booklet.  If you 

would still like to place an ad, 

please get in touch. 

Chairman & Junior Development Officer: : Steve 

Phoenix (07759693916) 

Secretary: John Burdett (07818277891) 

Membership Secretary: Steve Clarke (07503238150) 

Treasurer & Assistant Groundsman: Richard deSalis 

(07517220535) 

Welfare Officer: Celia Phoenix (07759693921) 

Coaching Coordinator & C Team Captain: Simon 

Carding (07785135100) 

Groundsman: Mike Phoenix (07721771919) 

Junior Committee Chairman: David Bunn 

(07710544474) 

Women & Girls’ Coordinator: Chris Brook 

(07523341502) 

1st Team Captain: Olly Harris (07960906889) 

A Team Captain: Lee Whiddett (07789793865) 

B Team Captain & Sunday (MNSL) Captain: Tim 

Hales (07403788373) 

Sunday A Team (Friendly) Captain: Kevin Frazer 

(07501006617) 

Midweek 1st Team Captain: Jack Pearce (07841 

509975) 

Midweek A Team Captain: Chris Elliott 

(07796951357) 

U17s Manager:  Duncan Greenslade (07860398868) 

U15s Manager: Martyn Moye (07800698599) 

U13s Manager: Clive Gristwood (07887823300) 

U13 Girls’ Manager: Hannah Brook (07834492181) 

U11s Manager: Kannan Kuppusamy (07789 883847) 

U9s Manager: Guy McCurley (07443413748) 

Tim Hales has acquired a trophy cabinet for us and 

we need it as the shelf in the bar is sagging under the 

weight of 8 trophies all won by the juniors in 2014. 

SNCL wins for the U11s, U13s & U15s, A first-ever 

county cup win for the U11s (pictured), 3 trophies for 

the girls and a Zip League win for the U14s made it a 

best-ever season for the juniors.  With the A Team 

gaining promotion we will be hard-pressed to beat 

that in 2015. 

...And Finally 

Great Melton First XI line up 

for the camera in their final 

match of 2014 at Acle. 

New Website Launch Soon 

www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk 

 

8 Trophies in 2014  

Aimee Palmer & Tom Moye before last 

season’s U13  Girls V Boys 

CRICKET 

TOUR 
Matt Clarke has 

been trying to 

drum up support 

for a Whitsun 

Bank Holiday 

(May 24th –26th) 

tour since Sep-

tember.  So far 8 

have shown an 

interest & 4 paid.  

We need about 16 

to make it worth-

while so please 

contact Matt if 

you are interested.  

It’s the last 

chance really be-

fore we have to 

pull the plug.    


