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JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 2014 
 

The achievements of the U11s in winning the Alliance Terry Moore Trophy - the first Great Melton 

‘County’ success in 8 attempts – capped what was the best season ever for the Junior Section.  We 

completed a hat-trick of championship wins in the South Norfolk Community League, the U11s, U13s and 

U15s all going through the season unbeaten to add to the U14 Zip League win in the Winter.  With the girls 

adding the NCB Indoor Championship the U15 Lady Taverners Cup and the U15 Lady Taverners Regional 

Runners-Up Trophy it meant no fewer than EIGHT cups are proudly displayed on the rather sagging trophy 

shelf behind the bar! 

 

This level of success coupled with attendances close to or over 100 at the Friday night coaching sessions and 

our ever-blossoming Girls’ section means we continue to be the yardstick by which other club’s junior 

sections are judged.  As I continually stress, though, this doesn’t happen without a lot of hard work from a 

lot of people.  There is a heavy commitment on our team of coaches, volunteer helpers and team managers 

and considerable work for our groundsmen, Mike and Grenners to whom we are frever grateful.  This 

summer we played 80 junior matches in all age groups – a new record – winning 64 of them.   

 

The decision to play the U13 Girls in the South Norfolk Community League proved to be a good one with 

our young ladies more than matching their male-dominated opposition.  There only heavy defeat came 

against our all-conquering U13s and they won 4 of their 7 completed matches to finish 4
th

.  Chris will give a 

more detailed report on the Women & Girls section but it was, once again, good to see Girl Players-of-the-

Year Aimee Palmer playing regularly in the C Team and Beth Harmer turning out, on occasions, for the 

Sunday A Team. Ten of the girls also played for Norfolk: Emily Reay, Sophie Harrod, Laura Edge, Emily 

Grisewood, Aimee Palmer, Bethany Harmer, April Herathge, Robyn Edge, Rebecca Greenslade and Holly 

Marchant.  Kieran Pask, Chris Greenslade, Joey Greenslade, James Robb & Lohit Kannan were the boys 

who made the County squads.  A big thank-you to Chris Brook, Hannah Brook, Emma Bunn, Craig 

Woolrich and Laura Edge who worked with the girls and congratutions to Hannah for winning the Norfolk 

OSCA as ‘Young Volunteer of the Year’  

 

Guy McCurley’s efforts with the very large ‘Fundamentals’ (U9s) group on Friday nights are once again to 

be applauded and helped by Matt Rushton, Chris McKay, Mally Howard, Chris Elliott and James Robb, Guy 

brought many of the youngsters up to a level where they were able to enjoy some match experience.  

Entering the SNCL as well as the Alliance Competition was useful in giving more of the U9s ‘proper 

cricket’ and a very young and inexperienced side improved tremendously as the season progressed, winning 

5 of their 11 games, finishing 4
th

 in their John Dewing group and runners-up in the SNCL.   Ben Johnson 

was their Player of the Year and he trained with and played in the U11s also.  It is noticeable that the 

standard in the U11s has markedly improved since Guy has been working with the U9s so well done Guy 

and your team – keep up the good work. 

 

The U11s played 24 matches, losing just one – in the final of the Gresham’s Tournament when the winners – 

Taverham Hall included Melton’s Saxon Earley and Olly Leinster. They finished champions of the SNCL 

and Terry Moore winners, knocking out Fakenham & Vauxhall Mallards on their way to the final before 

meeting another team laced with County players – Swardeston.  Saxon’s inspirational man-of-the-match 

performance in the final plus his never-say-die attitude and high level of performance made him a double 

Player-of-the-Year Award winner but there were many other outstanding contributions in what proved to be 

the Club’s most successful junior side.  Big thanks to Clive who did a great job as Manager/Coach with a 

small contribution from me, plus all the assistants, like Chris Fletcher, Connor White and Ben Carding, who 

helped us on Friday nights.   

 

The U13s played 19 games, winning 17.  They won the SNCL without losing a match and only lost to 

Swardeston in the ECB Cup and Great Witchingham in the Alan Bridgewater Semi-Final.  Captain Tom 
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Moye had an outstanding season and duly won the Coaches and Players Player-of-the-Year Awards but 

Fergus Hughes was again impressive with the bat, scoring over 400 runs.  Both boys were selected for the 

senior sides and should make further progress through the senior ranks in 2015.  Thanks to Martyn Moye for 

an excellent job as manager and to David and George Bunn who did the coaching with this group, assisted 

usually by Alex Rennie and Marcus Mawby 

 

The U15s, having had a stop-start season in 2013, enjoyed a much better summer this time around.  They 

were in the South Norfolk Andy Seeley group rather than the West Norfolk and, therefore, had fewer games 

called off.  Defeats against Fakenham in the ECB Cup and eventual winners Ashmanhaugh & Barton 

Wanderers in the Andy Seeley Quarter-Final were their only losses of the summer and they actually won 15 

of their 17 matches.  Ben Carding and Joey Greenslade were the stand-out performers at U15 level and duly 

scooped the Player-of-the-Year Awards but, with most of the U15s playing regularly in the senior teams 

Alex Rennie’s achievement in going from the C Team to the 1
st
 Team - and performing consistently well – 

earned him two senior awards – U17 Player of the Year and Most Improved Player.  Well done Chalky!  

Brother Matt also improved a lot and should feature more for the seniors while Connor White and Henry 

Lynch, who both joined from Vauxhall Mallards, proved excellent acquisitions. A huge thank-you to 

Duncan Greenslade and Simon Carding who have managed/coached this group of boys (and girls) since they 

were U10s and enjoyed much success.   

 

With no Carter Junior Cup there was no U17 team this year and, as most of the U17s play regular senior 

cricket and have the added pressures of exams and part-time jobs the decision not to enter the SNCL was 

probably a sensible one. 

 

Junior membership increased slightly to about 180 and our Friday night coaching sessions continued to be as 

popular and successful as ever.  In fact, for the first time ever, we had to stop accepting new members in the 

U9s age group and, incredibly, not one single Friday session was cancelled.  Once again our Coaching 

Coordinator, Simon Carding, did a sterling job organising the coaches and the resources and he will give a 

more detailed report on the coaching but a huge thank-you goes to all the coaches and assistants for their 

effort and commitment throughout a very busy season.  

 

Thanks again to Steve Clarke and Jill Hustler who did a brilliant job collecting subs, fees and sorting out all 

the admin, to John, Neal & Tim who ran the bar on Friday evenings and to Maria Greenslade, Caroline 

Mawby, Trisha Ellse (and any others I’ve forgotten) for running the barbecue which again provided a big 

boost to club funds.  Thanks to all the Junior Committee members and parents who help out in small ways, 

like scoring and umpiring, especially Junior Secretary, Richard Mawby. 

 

The Junior Festival attracted 72 participants and the tried-and-tested format was again popular.  The U9s 

Festival was on Friday 29
th

 August and was the best yet with 31 youngsters taking part.  The U12s/U17s was 

a week later than usual on 13
th

 September and this probably affected participation a little. Sam Johnson 

(U12s) and James Robb (U17s) were the Players of the Tournament and the awards were presented by 

Patron, Sir Edward Evans Lombe, who was again very impressed by what he saw.  The Festival – and Junior 

cricket in general – makes a large financial contribution to the club – which should never be overlooked. 

 

The club again hosted the Wymondham Schools Kwik Cricket Festival, 2 South Norfolk Schools Sports 

Partnership Kwik Cricket Tournaments and a Norfolk Schools Final.   

 

Last year’s report finished with me saying ‘surely a County Cup can’t be too far away!’  Well, we’ve got 

that monkey off our backs thanks to the U11s (and, of course the Girls).  Last season we had more kids, 

more teams, more competitions.  Obviously we can’t go on providing ‘more’ and the coaches, most of 

whom have given sterling service for many years – are not getting any younger.  We need some new 

younger coaches and a steady flow of parents willing to take on the team managers’ and other volunteer 

roles in order to continue the good work.  We keep talking about ‘succession planning’ but unless the next 

cohort of volunteers are willing to show the same level of commitment as the present team, this could be ‘as 

good as it gets!’  Let’s enjoy it while it lasts!  


