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The Patron’s XI V President’s XI match (players pictured above) marked a fitting 
finale to a sun-baked 2018 season and we’re all hoping for more of the same weather 
in 2019 but, perhaps, greater success for our most senior team.  1st Team Captain 
Richard Waddell is banking on better availability as his team seek to reclaim their 
place in Alliance Division 2 after relegation last season, while A Team skipper, Simon 
Woods, will look to build on last year’s 3rd place finish in Division 5. 

Promotion challenges are seen as something of a 
bonus at 3rd and 4th Team level as B and C Team 
management team of Matt Rushton, Steve Phoenix 
and Duncan Greenslade strive to accommodate the 
club’s promising older juniors alongside the 
established senior players and still remain 
competitive.  There is a new Sunday Captain in 
Aslam Mohammed as the club continues to provide 
good quality Sunday cricket for those who want it in 
the Mid Norfolk Sunday League top division.  

Nick Mackenzie (Hunts Midweek Cup) and Chris Mckay (Wicklewood Shield) will 
do their best to provide enough t20 games for the ‘midweekers’ while the young 
‘Ladies’ team, now all one year older, will be hoping to show the same team spirit 

Great Melton C.C. 
2019 Newsletter 

 
20 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 
PRE-SEASON NETS 

START SOON 
Pre-season nets 
will, once again, be 
held on Wednesday 
evenings at Easton 
& Otley College  
from 7.30-9.30 
p.m.  beginning on 
Wednesday 27th 
February. There will 
be  8 sessions with 
the final one on  
Wednesday 17th 
April.  Any junior 
club members in 
school year 8 (U13) 
or who play for the 
County U12s, are 
welcome to attend.  
The cost is £4 to 
cover the hire costs.  
From mid-March 
the 4th lane will 
again be used for 
junior net coaching 
with  invited U11s 
or U12s (non-
County) able to 
come along.  
Parents of invited 
juniors will be 
contacted by email. 
Potential  new 
senior members are 
welcome to attend.  
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and build on the notable successes of last year under coaches George Bunn and Jonathan Ellse.      

 

 
 

 

Melton Heading 
For Sheffield 

 
After the 2 enjoyable May Bank Holiday 
tours to Hertfordshire and Leeds, Melton is 
heading to Yorkshire again this year with 
Sheffield the destination. 2 matches have 
already been arranged at the picturesque 
Bradfield Fellowship ground where we 
played last year and at the home of 
Outbridge C.C. 
 
The tour will be from Sunday 26th to 
Tuesday 28th May and will cost around £150 
which can be paid in installments by Direct 
Debit if preferred. 
 
Having been convicts and Romans, this 
year’s ‘theme’ has yet to be announced but 
daft costumes, heavy fines (and drinking) 
and strange rituals will again be prominent.   
The tour football match is always a highlight 
and, much to the amusement of the rest of 
us,  there is usually someone who feels a 
little fragile at some point during the 
weekend: ask Ryan, or Sam or Connor! 
 
Before our tour, though, we’re actually 
returning the compliment as Bradfield are 
coming to Melton Park on Sunday 5th May. 
 
 
 

Penalties if Membership 
Fees aren’t Paid On Time! 
There was quite a lot of discussion at the AGM 
regarding the problems in getting a small 
minority of members to pay their subscriptions 
on time.  Membership of the club is actually 
from 1st April so subs should be paid around 
this date but it was really frustrating for our 
Membership Secretary, Sallyann Weston, that 
she was still chasing non-payers at the end of 
June!  This season any member who has not 
paid their sub within 28 days of their first match 
will incur a £10 surcharge and will not be 
selected until the relevant fees have been paid.  
 
The fees (unchanged from last year) are:   
• Senior Playing Member: £40 Match Fees £6 

weekends, £3 midweek).  
• Occasional Senior Playing Member: £15 

(Full fee becomes due after 5 matches) 
• Senior (Women Only) Playing Member: £25 
• Junior Family Membership: £5 per family, 

plus coaching fees (£30).  Match Fee £2.  
(14-17 year olds, who attend the senior 
Tuesday night sessions, pay half the Friday 
coaching fee)  

• Social Member (non-player): £10 
 
Students & unemployed pay half subs/fees.  It’s 
easy as both senior & junior subs can be paid 
by BACS.  Sallyann will supply details in due 
course.  It’s still cheap to play for Melton so 
please pay up sooner rather than later!  
 

Big thanks to our 
shirt sponsor 

 
 

.  
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The Club is only as Good as its Volunteers! 
We are trying – and succeeding – in spreading the load within the club with the likes of Phil Bugg (Vice-Chairman), 
Richard Wood (Secretary), Sallyann Weston (Membership Secretary), Marcus Mawby (Pavilion Manager), Ryan 
Hayward (Coaching Coordinator) and Maxine Rushton (Junior Secretary) stepping forward to take on important 
roles over the last couple of years but, despite frequent appeals for additional new volunteers,  it remains a trickle 
rather than a flood.  We can only offer the programme of matches, coaching & social events that we currently offer 
if new volunteers are forthcoming to share the workload.    

With the Chairman, David Bunn & Guy McCurley taking on a heavy coaching workload over the past ten years or 
more…and none of them getting any younger, it’s essential we have a good supply of new coaches to take up the 
mantle.  The Norfolk Cricket Board run a full programme of courses: Level II, Coach Support Worker (16+ 1-Day 
Course) and Cricket Young Activator (14+ 1-Day Course) and, although it may be a bit late to get a place this year, 
we would like to encourage as many players, ex-players, parents or older juniors to consider coaching in the future.  
The Club is willing to assist with funding & other bursaries are available so, if you’re interested, please let Ryan know.   

We are also still looking for volunteers to help look after the ground, keep the pavilion clean & running smoothly and 
assist with fundraising.  If you can help in any of these areas, in any other capacity, or have any plumbing, electrical 
or building experience the club could occasionally tap into, please contact Chris Brook or me.  Even if time is at a 
premium but you’re willing to assist at a one-off event, or help with scoring, umpiring or refreshments when your 
son or daughter is playing, please let us know.  Every little helps. 

One day in the year when we encourage everyone to lend a hand is Nat-West Cricketforce Day which, 

this year, falls on Saturday 6th April.  We’ve never bettered our record turn-out of 74 in 2015 but, who 
knows, we might just do that in 2019.  Our Volunteer Coordinator, Chris Brook, is already compiling a long list of 
pre-season jobs that need doing so please put the 6th April in your diary and pop down to lend a hand between 9.00 
a.m. and 2.00 p.m. 

 

 

Pictured: Some of  Melton’s 
Volunteers 
• Ground assistant & Vice 

President, Barry Johnson 
with barbecue chefs, 
Ethan Rushton & 
Caroline Mawby 

• Groundsmen Mike 
Phoenix & Grenville 
Ireland with a few 
Cricketforce Volunteeers 

• Clive Gristwood, Stephen 
Leinster & Maxine 
Rushton 

• The Coaching Team 
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The Beer Festival is on the weekend of 28th-
30th June with the main live-music event on 
Saturday 29th.   This year the popular and 
versatile Joe Bailey is returning to get 
everybody dancing as he did in 2017.  Put the 
date in your diaries & try to persuade your 
friends to join us.  
 
We’re always looking for  barrel sponsors so, 
if you’re willing to help the club by paying 
for one, please get in touch with Nick 
Mackenzie or Richard Waddell.   
 
The Six-A-Side Festival will take place on the 
Sunday so let us know if you wish to enter a 
team. 
 

Still not in the 100 Club? 
This will be the 5th year that Celia Phoenix has 
organised the 100 Club and it has contributed over 
£5000 towards major projects as well as giving 
members the chance to win £26 every week of the 
year.  It runs from June 1st & costs £26 annually 
with the option to pay by monthly Direct Debit if 
preferred.  Once this is set up it saves Celia having 
to pester people for cheques or cash throughout 
May and the £2 a week that comes out of the bank 
account is hardly missed.   With the nets all paid 
for, half the profit from the 100 Club will go into 
funding other development projects (the other half 
comes back in the weekly cash prizes).  The more 
members we have, the bigger the prize & the more 
profit we make.  So please opt in again for 2019-
20.  Our subscriptions & other fees are quite low 
compared to many clubs but whether that can 
continue in the future will depend on members are 
supporting schemes like the 100 Club or activities 
like the Beer Festival.  Lots of members of Great 
Melton Bowls Club are also members of the 100 Club 
so, if you or your son/daughter play cricket and 
are not,  please contact Celia now at 
celiaphoenix@hotmail.co.uk 

 Generous Bequest Means New Screens for Melton Park 
Sadly, during 2018, Great Melton lost 3 of its Vice Presidents following the deaths of Malcom Scarlett and Alan & 
Kate Barnard.  Malcolm, the father of Olly Harris’ partner, Susanne, and also related to the Chairman & the 
Groundsman was a Vice-President for a comparatively short time but always took a keen interest in the club, attended 
matches & functions & presented some of the trophies at Presentation Dinners as recently as 2016.   
 
The Barnards, grandparents to Maxine Rushton, have been involved ever since we moved to Great Melton in 1993 
and Alan was instrumental in drawing up plans and project managing the extension to the pavilion in 2007-8 as well 
as being a founder member of the Bowls Club.   Before Alan passed away he bequested £5000 to the Club and the 
Committee, in consultation with the Barnard family, has decided that some of this should be spent on new 
sightscreens.  These will be in place by the start of the season and it is fitting that the new screens will replace those 
originally made in 1997, in the workshop of Alan’s good friend and fellow Great Melton farmer, the late Robert 
Phoenix.  
 
We are intending that the rest of Alan & Kate’s bequest together with a grant of £1000 secured by Maxine from South 
Norfolk District Council, will be spent on a new scoreboard for the junior pitch.  The Barnard Cup, in memory of 
Alan & Kate, will continue to be presented to the Young Volunteer of the Year.  The current holder is Kyle Weston. 
 

The good work of Chris McKay & Maxine Rushton has been 
rewarded with grants of £1000 from the Aviva Community 
Trust as well as the £1000 (mentioned above) from South 
Norfolk District Council.  These grants will be spent on 
supporting the Junior Section with the Aviva funding 
assisting in the purchase of junior helmets & coaching 
equipment, especially balls of various types - and a few more 
cones for David!  Maxine has also applied to the Friends of 
Norfolk Youth Cricket & we are awaiting a decision.  A big 
thank-you to Chris & Maxine. 
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Spending a Penny Still Not Easy for the Ladies! 
 There has been no further progress on extending 
ladies’ toilet provision at Melton Park.  If there are 
any architects or builders out there who could offer 
any ideas, please get in touch. 

Another Trophy For Josh! 
The Captain of the U15s, Josh Wright, who picked up the A 
Team, U17s & U15s Player-of-the-Year Trophies and the Most 
Improved Player Shield to complete a remarkable 2018, 
added another award to his collection when he attended the 
Alliance Dinner to collect the ‘Andy Seeley Trophy’ from 
league sponsor, Rob Amey.  The U15s won the trophy, 
donated by Melton’s late President, for the first time by 
beating Swardeston in a memorable final, thanks to a man-
of-the-match display from James Bridges.  

 

Winter Round-Up 
The U14 South Norfolk Community Zip League team are 
currently 2nd in League 2 having beaten Hethersett & Tas 
Valley, lost to unbeaten leaders Topcroft and tied with 
Ashmanhaugh & Barton Wanderers.   

The Ladies have played 2 games so far in the 7-team Shell 
Women’s Indoor Cricket League, losing to current leaders 
Old Buckenham by 62 runs before beating Winterton by 
37 runs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Melton have also fielded a team in the North Walsham 
Indoor League but have struggled to get players to travel 
to North Walsham on a Sunday & have only one victory 
(against Aldborough) to show from their six games.  They 
are currently 7th in a league of 8. 

A group of youngsters, nominated for County 
Development nets, together with our County players from 
last year, have been working with the County coaches 
during the winter and, as usual, feedback has been very 
positive.  Several just missed out but congratulations to 
the following 8 for being selected in their respective 
County Age Group squads: James Bridges (U17), Lohit 
Kannan (U15), Millie Wimhurst (U15 Girls), Harrison 
Cunningham (U13), Blade Earley (U11), James Alcock 
(U11), Niamh Rushton (U11 Girls) & George Alcock (U10) 

 

 

Great Melton & Ashmanhaugh & B W Zip League Teams 

 
From the Archives! 

The Melton Team that won Norfolk League Division 
4 & the Norfolk League Cup ‘double’ in 1985 

(back): Ali Wardale, Mark Turner, Mike Phoenix, Ian 
Burt, Simon Jermy, Steve Phoenix 

(front): Tim Shorman, Chris Betts, Alan Ely 
(Captain), Fred Green, Steve Carr. 

 
Sadly, Fred Green died in 2018.  An opening 
batsman & occasional wicketkeeper, Fred 
played 340 games for Melton, scoring over 
5000 runs, including 2 centuries & 15 fifties. 
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Please Sign-In to ‘Play-Cricket’  
 

Matt Clarke has continued to tidy up our website & our social media platforms.  The main website www.greatmeltoncc.co.uk 
contains all the news about the club and match reports throughout the season but, with more of us embracing the social-
media culture, we find ourselves increasingly communicating through Facebook or Twitter.  Don’t forget the ‘shoutbox’ on the 
website, though.  
 
Last season, though, a lot of the administration was done through the ECB-promoted Play-Cricket site which is used for the 
registration of players, the posting of results and the generation of player statistics.   All players who played in a match last 
season from U9 to senior have been registered & given a ‘member of the website’ role on Play-Cricket but, to activate this 
role & be able to access the website properly members must sign-in, or parents of juniors U16 must do so on behalf of their 
youngsters.  It makes admin much easier for us all if you do this.   
 
We have registered all our playing members using email (or parents’ email) addresses so go to https://greatmelton.play-
cricket.com, sign in using your email address & create a password.  It should then allow you to check, amend or complete 
personal details & privacy settings on-line.  For parents there is a guide on how to register juniors at: http://www.play-
cricket.com/website/attachments/download_file?attachment_id=155956&owner_id=16225  It’s better if youngsters have their 
own email addresses (but parents’ emails can be used).  Parents get copies of all emails sent to juniors in any case. Any 
problems, please email Chris Brook at: chriscricketmanager@hotmail.co.uk  
    
 

If you require further information about any aspect of the club please email one of the following: 
Steve Phoenix (Chairman & Editor) srphoenix@hotmail.co.uk;  Richard Wood (Secretary) 

richard.wood@18rlc.co.uk; Sallyann Weston (Membership) gmccmembership@outlook.com 
 

JUNIOR COACHING STARTS 
ON FRIDAY 26th APRIL 

 
With the Easter holiday later this year, the outdoor 
Junior coaching programme will start on Friday 
26th April.  The Friday sessions are aimed at 
youngsters from school year 2 to year 8 (i.e. U7s 
to U13s). Senior Practice will again be on 
Tuesdays with the U14s & U15s (school years 9 
& 10) joining the seniors & older juniors.  The 
Ladies will again practise on Thursdays.  All 
coaching sessions are at Melton Park & run from 
6.30 to 8.00 p.m. 
 
As already outlined above, junior coaching fees 
are £30 for Fridays  and £15.00 for Tuesdays (+£5 
family subscription). 
 
As usual parents will be well-catered-for on 
Fridays with the barbecue fired up and the bar 
open. 
 

Need Some Kit? 
We’ve had a few teething problems with logos etc. so we’re 
still awaiting final details of the arrangements for ordering 
new kit from supplier, Kukri, who have already provided the 
‘Anglia Pallets’ sponsored playing shirts.  Details will be 
available soon so look for an email or a post on the website, 
Facebook or Twitter. 
 
If you need equipment like bats, pads, gloves, helmets etc. 
speak to or email Chris Brook at Blenheim Cricket: 
sales@blenheimcricket.co.uk  
 
Maxine Rushton is again hoping to set up an early-season 
2nd-hand sale of unwanted cricket equipment/clothing so,  if 
you have any items that no longer fit your son/daughter, 
bring them along to the first Friday coaching session or email 
Max on mattnmax@btinternet.com and she will arrange 
collection.  Please restrict items to those suitable for 
youngsters up to 13 years old.  
 

From the archives - 19 Years ago! 
It’s the year 2000 and Great Melton Under 15s are 
being presented with new shirts sponsored by Great 
Melton Church Council.  Former Vice President Geoff 
Dunn is making the presentation to U15s Captain Olly 
Phoenix.   The club’s first 2 female cricketers, Kara 
Shingleton and Lucy Phoenix are pictured, as well as 
the Chairman and a very fresh-faced Matt Clarke. 
Others in the picture are: Ian Robinson, Gareth Downs, 
Rob Browne, Daniel Kent, Dave Merrick, Craig Parker, 
Ian Greenacre and Manager, Ian Ball.    


