
JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 2016 
In 2016 78 fixtures were arranged (compared to 89 in 2015) and 67 actually played (compared to 
76), resulting in 35 victories, one tie and 30 defeats.  It was not quite as successful in terms of 
trophies won compared to recent years but the U13s reached the final of the Alan Bridgewater Cup, 
the 11s the quarter-final of the Terry Moore and the U19s the finals of the ECB T20.  We normally 
carry off at least one trophy in the South Norfolk Community League but, this year, the closest we 
got was runners-up spot for the U13s who lost out to Rocklands who also defeated us in the final of 
a new SNCL competition, the Carnival Cup.  We did, however, provide lots of cricket for lots of 
youngsters and Team Managers’ efforts to give as many squad players a game as possible may well 
have resulted in a few more defeats.

Guy, well supported by Chris McKay, and at coaching sessions by Mally Howard, did his usual 
sterling job with the U9s, giving 19 youngsters match experience.  As usual with this group they 
improved steadily as the summer progressed winning 6 and losing 4 of their 10 games.

James Robb who deservedly became our ‘Young Volunteer of the Year’ stepped into the breach to 
manage the U11s, well supported by Matt Rushton & David Bunn and, often, Maxine Rushton who 
did the scoring.  The team won 10 of it’s 14 games, qualifying in 2nd place in their Terry Moore 
group before losing in the quarter-finals at Southwold.  In the SNCL James struggled to get 
postponed games rearranged, mainly through the reluctance of other clubs, so did not play enough 
games to challenge for the title.  Congratulations to Corey Rushton & Jamie Granville who both 
played in the County U11 Team.   This group was huge and often needed James, David, Matt, 
George, Marcus and a few more besides to keep them all involved on Friday nights.  It was even 
harder to involve them all in matches but 21 different players appeared at least once.

The U13s, managed by Clive and coached by him, myself and Ryan, saw 23 players given 
opportunities to represent the club with James Bridges, Josh Wright, Lohit Kannan and Charlie 
Green all showing significant improvement.  The team produced two outstanding performances to 
beat Bradfield and Brooke in the Alliance competition but were inconsistent, losing heavily to 
Swardeston and Vauxhall Mallards, surprisingly to Rocklands (twice) and Great Ellingham and 
saved one of their poorer performances for the Alan Bridgewater Cup Final where a batting collapse 
cost them the game against Southwold.  The team’s overall record was Played 22 Won 13 Lost 8.

I’m sure Chris will say more about the ladies’ section generally but the U13 Girls, managed by 
Hannah and having lost some of the previous year’s squad, still did very well to compete in the 
SNCL.  Although they lost all six games they enjoyed their cricket and both Cassie Mawby, who 
got into the County squad, and player-of-the-year, Caitlin Ellis, had outstanding seasons.

The U15s, having lost the Hughes brothers to New Zealand, and Pat Walton to injury, had a wafer-
thin squad but Manager Martin Moye largely resisted the temptation to select players from the 
younger age groups, relying on a nucleus of U15 players.  Tom Moye, Craig Wilson, Kyle Weston, 
Kai Wilkinson-Loines, Beccy Greenslade and Aimee Palmer were the nucleus of the side and also 
played regular senior cricket while the likes of Rachael Hustler, Jack Williamson, Charlie Green 
and Sam Nutt all enjoyed the opportunity to play regularly,  The 10 games included 2 wins and a tie 
so they did enjoy some success.  Martin was helped by Mally who also took the Tuesday night 
coaching although these sessions were badly affected by poor weather.  16 players turned out for the 
U15s.

Having ran U17 teams prior to last summer the club opted, this year, to enter the ECB U19 T20 
with coloured clothing, music etc.  This competition placed the emphasis firmly on the youngsters 
themselves to do the organising.  Joey Greenslade took it on, supported by Duncan, and did a good 



job.  The team beat Topcroft, Swardeston, Cringleford, and Breckland to reach Finals Day at 
Horsford.  Unfortunately they also produced an under-par performance and lost heavily to Acle in 
the semi-final.  This new venture proved very successful, however, with an exciting format and the 
chance for the club’s more talented young players to play together.  Many of the younger juniors 
also enjoyed the banter with their older colleagues!

As well as the usual competitions, the U14s competed in the SNCL Zip League last Winter - and 
have already begun this winter’s campaign while the U11s & U13s played in the Horsford Festival 
and the U11s in the Gresham’s Festival.  Our own Junior Festival was, as usual, very popular & 
well-attended although it was a shame the Senior Tournament fell victim to rain with just 3 of the 6 
matches completed. We combined the U9s with the other age groups this year so everything was on 
the Saturday which seemed to work well.

We had 194 registered junior members and had over 100 at our Friday night coaching sessions. 
They were coached by 16 qualified coaches.  A big thank-you to Ryan Hayward & George Bunn 
who took over from Simon Carding as joint Coaching Coordinators.  While the Friday evening 
sessions continue to run like a well-oiled machine, Ryan & George worked hard to make the 
Tuesday sessions with the seniors more structured.  I reported last year on the difficulties we face 
retaining the enthusiasm and practise-ethic of players aged 13+.  We are not alone!  George & Ryan 
have already presented some ideas for improving the coaching experience for the more talented 
younger players going forward and they will be developing those ideas in 2017.  It depends to some 
extent, though, on the success of the net project as there is a lot of pressure on our one decent 
practice strip! 

It is interesting to note that, despite the huge success of our Junior section over many years, with 
literally thousands of youngsters being coached at the club, we only had Sam Mann, Neal & Matt 
Clarke & Ryan turning out regularly for the senior teams in 2016.  Add to them Ben Mann and 
George and only 6 former juniors have become regular senior players.   Going away to uni and not 
returning seems to be the biggest reason but many simply give up playing cricket.  I’m not sure 
what we can do about this - if anything!  Perhaps we simply have to stop thinking of the junior 
section as means to provide the club with senior players and accept it for what it is - one of the best 
Junior sections in the County.

Finally my thanks to the very large team (too large to mention everyone by name) who work so 
hard to keep the junior section so buoyant: coaches, managers, scorers, umpires, Welfare Officer, 
membership officers, barbecue ladies & others.  Thanks, in particular, to James Robb and Martin 
Moye who are stepping down from their respective managers’ roles.  I’m pleased to report, 
however, that managers are already in place for all the age groups in 2017, with Guy & Chris (U9s), 
Maxine Rushton & Marcus Mawby (U11s), Kannan Kuppasamy (U13s) and Clive Gristwood 
(U15s) all volunteering for these important roles.  
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