
Great Melton CC Sunday 1st XI Season Review 

 

It was a case of ‘mission accomplished’ for the Sunday side this year as, in general, we found the 

standard provided by Boyle Division One to be exactly what we were looking for. Our 4th place 

finish in the 7 team division bearing that out. 

Neal Clarke took on the team management role and there appeared to be an improvement from 

2013 in terms of putting teams together. Rarely did we struggle to put 11 players out for a fixture, 

a fact which owed much to the availability of the ‘regulars’, including Matt Clarke, Lee Whiddett, 

Neal Clarke, Tim Hales, Michael Farmer and Martyn Cook. 

The only fixtures that did not provide fulfilment were two defeats to Ashmanhaugh, who included 

New Zealander Jack Cassidy, a player who would not have been eligible to play in the Norfolk 

Alliance outside the Premier Division, and a mismatch late season against a strong Mattishall side. 

In a league where we predominantly seek friendly cricket where all the players can ‘get a game’ 

one must question the wisdom of allowing players such as Cassidy to play in the league, both for 

the opposition and for his own team mates who did not get the chance to bat. 

Alas, I fear that the league are unlikely to approve our proposal for a rule change in relation to 

overseas players which would bring the rule in line with the Alliance. 

Otherwise, there were some good matches for us and we produced some useful home wins 

against Mattishall and North Runcton, although on the road we fared less well, inevitably due to 

lesser availability for a division that does include some lengthy journeys. 

What was pleasing was to see the likes of Tom Moye, Joey Greenslade and the Rennie brothers 

performing well for the side as the season progressed. That, in my view, is what this league should 

be for – blooding our promising youngsters into the adult game. 

My thanks to Neal again for putting the sides together, a job I thought he did very well through 

the season. I wish Tim and Neal the best in taking the side forward in 2015. 

Lee Whiddett 


