
Great Melton CC – A Team Captain’s Report 2013 Season 

 

One thing I’ve certainly learned after three seasons in charge of the A team, is never 

to speculate on the prospects for the season to come until it has started! 

 

Going into 2013, having finished 2012 so impressively, narrowly missing out on 

promotion, I felt that we had a reasonable chance at a promotion push. However, it 

soon became apparent that the loss of a number of first team players from the Club 

was going to see a number of important A team players, including Olly Harris, Rob 

Sims, Jason Whiddett, would not be seen in an A team shirt all season, with all 

becoming major contributors in the first team’s successful season. 

 

What that meant is that a number of 2012 B team players were required to step up to 

the A’s and, whilst some acquitted themselves well, others inevitably found the 

significant higher standard a challenge. What also did not help is that we got off to the 

worst of starts as, in a sign of things to come, we made only 109 at Stow to lose our 

opening game, were robbed by the rain when in control against Mundford, and were 

then skittled for just 69 by eventual champions Hardingham. 

 

A brief respite followed against our old foes Winterton where one of the promoted B 

teamers, Jon Moxon, made 56 to help us get off the mark. By this stage it was clear 

that we had the bowling and fielding nous to compete with the best sides in the 

league, but were horribly lacking in the batting department. 

 

This trend continued as we bowled out Narborough for just 140 but capitulated for 68 

in reply, and then followed three further consecutive defeats to leave us staring down 

the barrel at relegation. The nadir came at Sheringham, where Gary Coulson bowled 

brilliantly to dismiss our hosts for just 114 but, despite being 50-1, we collapsed to 

106 all out. 

 

The turning point in a remarkable game at Mundford, where, once again our batting 

looked vulnerable before Paul Stearman blasted an amazing 129. On the occasions 

where we put 200 on the board we looked a different side, and on that day we bowled 

out Mundford for 150 thanks to some of the consistent performers for the season, 

Adam Thompson, Michael Farmer, Joe Bickel and the impressive Tom Smith, who 

showed the credentials to be a first team player through the season. 

 

From that game on it was a different season as Jack Pearse joined the club and played 

the next two games, securing us a tie with 73 against Hardingham and then making 

his maiden century as we made 208-7 and did the ‘double’ against Winterton by 

bowling them out for 111 with a Farmer four-fer. 

 

Pearse’s inevitable first team call left us short as we then lost to Narborough but by 

then we knew that only the bottom side in the league would go down and we were 

neck and neck with Hethersett and Tas Valley when a few weeks ago we looked dead 

and buried. 

 

The greatest success of the season for the A’s came in the introduction of Joey 

Greenslade as keeper-batsman in the side. I have no doubt he will play as many first 

team games as his brother in the years to come, such is his talent and attitude. With us 



teetering at 75-6 against Garboldisham A, he made 70 in a remarkable stand with Jon 

Moxon that took us to an unlikely 223-7, and then brilliant bowling from Farmer 

helped us restrict the opposition to achieve a vital winning draw to set up our final day 

showdown at Tas Valley. 

 

As a Captain it always pays to have an ace up your sleeve, and so to have the luxury 

of making the ‘SOS’ call to Paul Movel is something for which I will be eternally 

grateful as he rocked up 40 minutes late at Tas, having made the journey from Surrey, 

before crashing 67 not out to help us post 186 before taking 4-53 as we dismissed the 

old enemy for 129, ensuring survival and sending Tas down in the process. 

 

And so from the despair of Sheringham came blessed relief at Flordon, that two 

successful seasons gone before were not undone.  

 

Apart from the on-field travails, Great Melton remains an absolutely fantastic Club to 

play for, due to so many factors. There are too many to mention here, but I will pay 

tribute to the fantastic facilities at Melton Park which remain the envy of Clubs across 

the county, and I would like to place on record my thanks to Mike, Grenville and Neal 

for their efforts throughout the season. Their enthusiasm in doing the less glamourous 

aspects which are essential for our Club to thrive are quite astonishing and it is down 

to people like them that, whatever our fortunes on the field, we have something so 

unique to be proud of at GMCC. 

 

Lee Whiddett 


