
2013 Great Melton 1
st

 XI Captains report. 

The 2013 season was widely expected to be another season of consolidation following the loss of a number of 

regulars from 2012 and the addition of only one or two for 2013. The second half of the 2012 season showed 

that as a club we were good enough to push any side in division 2 when we played well and I was of the 

opinion that if we had good availability throughout the 2013 season and started well then I could see no 

reason why we shouldn’t be pushing at the top of the league for promotion. 

Melton enjoyed an incredibly successful 2013, winning 8 games and crucially only losing 1, securing 

promotion in 2
nd

 place of the Alliance second division thanks to Norwich gaining promotion to the EAPL. It was 

a deserved reward for a season where we topped the league for large parts, were robbed of victory at 

Garboldisham in the penultimate game of the season thanks to the light with Garby 95-9 and then were 

pipped on the last weekend of the season when we could only manage a draw against Hethersett and Tas 

Valley and Garboldisham took maximum points at Bradenham.  

As a whole, we had relatively good availability most weeks enabling us to put out a fairly consistent side which 

I think is reflected in the overall results during the season and also the individual contributions. Throughout the 

course of the season each player in the side made valuable contributions whether with bat, ball, gloves or in 

the field. We saw 3 players make 400+ runs one made 300+ and a further 4 made 200+. This was also 

reflected in the bowling department with 1 taking 30+ wickets and 3 taking 25+ wickets. All of this shows that 

although there were fantastic individual performances, overall it was very much a consistent team effort to 

finish 2
nd

. 

During 2013 season we witnessed the coming of age of Chris Greenslade into a fine all round 1
st
 team 

cricketer producing match winning performances from the first game (taking 7-31 when we were looking at 

defeat against Saham Toney) and a maiden first team century (105) at Fakenham – going on to score 478 

runs and taking 25 wickets throughout the season, which deservedly earned him first team player of the year. 

Special mention should go to Olly “Mr Average” Harris who performed magnificently for the side in various 

roles depending on the game situations - topping both the batting and bowling averages, scoring 237 runs and 

taking 28 wickets including two 5 fers in succession. I must also give him my thanks as he also provided 

excellent support to me with match day ‘cricmin’ and captained the side in my absence. 

Another player to come of age so to speak was Martyn Cook who made 389 runs during the season, which 

was a personal best return for the first team. Not all of his runs were made in his usual aggressive nature with 

more sedate innings mixed in which was great to see. 

Stalwarts Richard Wood (412 Runs) and Jason Whiddett (459 Runs) again had excellent seasons, providing 

the stability to allow the more aggressive players such as Greenslade, Pask, Cook and others to play more 

freely. Rob Sims again proved the worth of a good slow bowler to the side, bowling with guile and skill to take 

the most wickets (34) during the course of the season. 

Kieran Pask Joined the club during the winter from Diss as a middle order batsman that ‘bowled a bit’, but he 

quickly developed into a very useful opening bowler. Bowling with a lovely classical action, good pace and 

finding movement both ways to return 25 wickets for the season and also weighing in with 289 runs proving to 

be a very useful all round addition to the ranks. 

We find ourselves in good shape going into 2014, the club continues to develop quality young cricketers and 

hopefully by retaining everyone from 2013 for most parts of next season and with one or two new additions we 

should be able to compete and enjoy our division one cricket in 2014. 

Finally I would like to express my thanks to everyone who puts in their time and effort to allow us to play 

cricket in these fantastic surroundings, from the grounds men, to those making cricket teas and  the people 

working on the bar. 

 

Richard Waddell 


